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Over the centuries thousands of men - 
and many women - have given their lives 
fighting for our country.   They fought for 
various causes, some just and possibly 
some not so just, as well as in defence of 
their country, monarchy and ultimately 
their family. 
 
The Act of Remembrance as we know it 
today began after the First World War and 
although it symbolically remembers those 
who fought and fell in the two 
World Wars, it now 
encompasses other conflicts so 
that we can remember those 
who died in them as well.  
Some people suggest that 
Remembrance Sunday should 
be brought to a halt - we have 
remembered long enough.  
How can that be when our men 
and women in the Armed Services are to 
this day being required by our leaders, 
whether we agree with them or not, to risk 
their lives in our name?  We should 
honour them and remember them on 11th 
November and on Remembrance Sunday 
each year. 
 
The world now is affected by terrorism 
and the fear of it.  The current mess that 
is Iraq has almost certainly been brought 
about through the ‘war’ on terror;  war 
increasingly involves civilians as well as 
soldiers.  There is little hand to hand 
fighting as in previous wars;  it is now 
conducted more and more from the air 
and by missiles from the sea and the land 

- all very remote.  Space may one day be 
used - what a horrible thought.    
 
 My nephew, aged 18, joined the Life 
Guards this year.   He is now a fully paid 
up member of the fighting force of our 
country.  One person who learned of his 
career decision told me that his parents 
should have prevented him from joining 
the army.  How do parents prevent their 
adult children from doing something they 

have been determined to do 
for many years?   In any 
event how far do parents’ 
rights go in this regard and 
when do they end?   Indeed if 
everyone was persuaded 
against joining the Forces our 
country would be left 
defenceless.  Both my great 
uncle who died on the first 

day of the Somme and my father who was 
the sole survivor of a crash in the Stirling 
bomber he was in would have been proud 
of him, as we all should be of anyone 
serving our country. 
 
So let us wear our poppy with pride and 
not forget on Remembrance Day the men 
and women who have sacrificed their lives 
that we and our descendants might have 
a better place in which to live. 
 

 WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 
 Leonie Henderson 
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R. GWINNELL 
& SONS 

 

Funeral Directors 
 

* 
Our complete service and 

Sympathetic attention will give 
Peace of mind at a difficult time. 

 
* 

Always available – Day & Night 
 

* 
      24 High Street  112 Ipswich Road 
   MANNINGTREE          COLCHESTER 
     (01206 391506)    (01206 868585) 

 

* 
 

Private Chapels of Rest 
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Margery came to Great Bromley from Fryerning, near Chelmsford when, 
having married Stan, he became the Village Policeman, living for a time in a 
Council house before moving into the Police House.  It was during these early 
years that Joy, Jean and John were born and brought up. 
When Stan reached the rank of Sergeant at Colchester Police Station they had to leave the 
village but returned after a brief stay in Colchester when Stan was able to retire. They bought a 
piece of land adjacent to the Church where they built their home, Fryerning 
      As soon as they first arrived in Great Bromley, Margery became very active in the village, 
remaining so when they returned and for the rest of her life.  She was a faithful member of the 
Friendship Club, the WI and the Pantomime Group being closely involved in the costume 
department and also acting as the official Prompter.  With Stan they both took on the 
responsibility of being caretakers of the Village Hall spending a great deal of time and effort in 
their care of it. Loving children as she did, it is no surprise that she spent time in St George's 
School helping children with their reading. 
     As well as her village interests, Margery was deeply involved in the life of St. George's 
Church.  Over the years she was an enthusiastic member of the Church Choir as well as being a 
Flower Arranger and Sacristan responsible for dressing the Altar, washing the Altar linen and 
caring for the choir robes.  With all her other interests Margery found time to be a member of the 
Parochial Church Council and for a time was the Church Treasurer.  Both she and Stan were 
very much involved in the work of the Seven Rivers Home from the time it opened taking great 
pleasure in talking to, and helping, the residents whenever she could.  It was therefore fitting that 
Margery was able to spend her last weeks being cared for herself by the staff of the Home. 
      Many of us will have happy memories of a lovely lady who did not spare herself in her 

activities in the village and church, as well as being a caring homemaker and a 
devoted wife, mother and grandmother. 
     In offering our sympathy to Joy, Jean , John and the family, we remember 
Margery with thanks and pray that she may now rest in peace.' 
Paul Davis 
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 It is now some 3 months since Mum passed away.  The two of us 
spent a great deal of time together, sharing our thoughts and 

mutterings.  There is a big gap in my life now and she is greatly missed.  Mum had a 
good life and she enjoyed the last ten years in Great Bromley very much.  She and 
dad were made welcome by the village and after a lifetime in London and the suburbs, they 
found much happiness here.  Dad always felt that he was on holiday and he would have to pack 
his case to go home and Mum spent many happy hours in her garden in Meadow Close, 
watching the birds and the prolific and varied wildlife in her pond.  It was sad but perhaps 
appropriate that this was where she left this life, on a warm sunny day in July relaxing between 
helping me with her granddaughter's forthcoming wedding preparations.  As many of you will 
probably recall, Mum was not afraid to say what she thought and I have no doubt that she would 
have been hopping mad that she was not at the wedding and was unable to complete the 
commitment she made to help me.  I too am hopping mad that she was not able to be with us but 
as my daughter married Betty Rowe’s grandson, and Mum and Betty were friends, I have visions 
of a happy celebration held in the hereafter with all the grandparents together. 
Now all the frenetic activity in my life is still for the time being, I want to thank all the village 
people who were unable to come to Mum’s funeral for their kindness to her and to us, for the 
help and friendship shown to her especially when she had her knee replacement in January.  My 
family were stunned by all the floral tributes, letters and donations in memory of Mum that we 
received.  From the bottom of my heart, Thank you . 
Tricia Hughes 
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The Parochial Church Council for the Bromley’s met on 23rd September.    
 
Fr. Nicolas and the PCC would like to thank everyone who contributed so generously 
to the Gift Day on September 18th.  The magnificent sum of £1,547 was raised and tax 
relief may well increase this further.  
 
The repair work being undertaken on the roof is on schedule and all concerned have 
been impressed by the efficiency and co-operation shown by the builders.  Henry 
Fairley has taken photographs of various aspects of the work and these will be 
displayed in the church.  
 
Once the work on the roof is completed, the next project is the installation of toilet 
facilities and a meeting room under the tower.  A co-ordinating committee has been 
set up under the chairmanship of Mike Raper and we are now waiting for the architect 
to give us details of the cost of each phase of the work.   
 
On Sunday, November 28th the Camerata Singers will be taking part in 
the 6.30pm Evensong at St. Mary’s Church in Ardleigh.  The Camerata 
Singers are a very talented group who have contributed to our worship 
on previous occasions and everyone is invited to this special service.  

SAUKA 
GROUNDWORKS & PLANT 

HIRE 
 

                     FREE ESTIMATES 
     ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORKS & 
         LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN 

 
 

PATIOS          TARMACING          SLABBING          CONCRETING 
BLOCK PAVED DRIVEWAYS          TURFING          FENCING 

GARDEN WALLS          FOOTINGS          CONSERVATORY BASES 
ESTENSIONS          DIGGER & PLANT HIRE 

 

STEPHEN SAUKA 
Dakas House               Tel:  01206 390082/3 
Shop Road               Mobile:  07850 576028 
Little Bromley 
Essex CO11 2PX 
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Report of the Great Bromley Parish 
Council meeting held on 14 October 
2004 
 
PLANNING 
The Council considered and agreed no 
objections to the following planning 
applications: 
Manheim Car Auctions, Colchester 
Road, Frating – additional building works 
and remodelling of existing site. 
The Hollies, Colchester Road – kitchen 
extension. 
Land between Fieldside and Ettone, 
Frating Road – two new bungalows. 
The Council considered but objected to 
the following planning applications: 
Old Courthouse Inn, Harwich Road – 
removal of an existing condition of 
planning approval to allow use of 
residential accommodation separate and 
independent of the public house. 
Old Courthouse Inn, Harwich Road – 
increase width of vehicular access from 
the B1029 by 2.5 m. 

Tendring District Council has approved 
the following planning applications: 
Old Police House, Chase Rd – 
conservatory plus changes to 
garage/store. 
Tendring District Council has refused the 
following planning applications: 
Barn adjacent to Portlands, Harwich 
Road – erection of cart lodge. 
Site previously known as ‘Baldwins’, 
Frating Rd – two new detached houses & 
garages. 
 

Motorcycles 
The county highways enforcement officer 
is investigating the obstruction of the 
footpath.  The landowner has been asked 
by the district council to submit a fresh 
application for planning approval, as the 
original one did not provide enough 
information on the proposal.  The district 
council’s development committee is 
therefore unlikely to consider the new 
application before December or January.  
The county council has made strong 
representations against approval. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be 
at 7.30 pm on Thursday 11 November 
2004 at the Village Hall Great Bromley. 
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Tendring replacement local plan: potential private development sites 
The district council has forwarded three proposals by private developers to the parish 
council for its views and those of the local community.  These are at the following 
sites: 
>  70 ha of land between Hare Green, Balls Green and Frating (‘Oasis’ site) for 
 employment, community and residential purposes, including a minimum of 
 1000 new houses, (reference 6543). 
>  0.67 ha of land at the Cheshire Home for either conversion or 20 new houses, 
 (reference 7852). 
>  1.38 ha of land behind the council houses on Harwich Road for 41 new houses, 
 (reference 2378). 
The parish council will discuss these proposals at its next meeting on 11 November 
and when it will agree its initial response to the district council.  Local residents are 
invited to attend and make their views known.  The schemes can be scrutinised at the 
Tendring District Council’s Weeley offices by quoting the references above. 
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Our setting has trained staff, is friendly 
and welcoming.  It is fully committed to 

early years’ learning.  We accept ‘nursery 
education vouchers’ funded by the State 

for three and four year olds, and are 
regularly inspected by OFSTED to ensure 

that our educational provision is of an 
acceptable quality.  Our last inspection 

(December 2003) was with good results, 
copies of which are available.  

 

This term we have been looking at 
different countries, one of these being 
Italy and we will be making some 
delicious pizzas very soon.   The children 
have also been taking part in some great 
fun activities, which take place during the 
playgroup session.   Some of our older 
children went on a walk to post letters, 
they all behaved wonderfully, but 
unfortunately a few of them got extremely 
wet one morning on their way down.  
However they were all still smiling on their 
return (unlike the adults!). 
     We have a new member of staff; Jill, 
whom we would like to welcome.  We 
hope she enjoys her time with the children 
and also working along side Claire, Jane, 
Kaye and Jo. 
     The night out for the adults had a good 
turn out as more than 20 of us got 
together to enjoy an evening at the Court 
House Inn in Great Bromley.  Whilst there, 

the landlord and landlady, Terry & Carole 
Marshall, very very kindly donated £100 
to Playgroup and Scally Wags.  We were 
extremely grateful to them for their 
kindness.   Which leads me to my next 
piece….   On behalf of Great Bromley & 
Frating playgroup & Scally Wags I would 
like to thank Terry & Carole Marshall for 
their donation.  We are looking to 
purchase a new piece of play equipment 
in the very near future, so thank you so 
much for your generosity! 
     Finally I would like to mention the 
children who will be leaving us at 
Christmas, to join School in January.  
They are:  Joshua, Charlie, Alfie, Liberty, 
Bailey, Zak, Ellie, Megan, Grace, Dan, 
George and last, but not least, Christian.  
We hope you have all  enjoyed your time 
at Playgroup, and we wish you well in 
your new schools.   
     Just one last thing I must mention 
which is an apology to Claire, Jane, and 
Kaye.  Last term our Playgroup took part 
in the Tendring Hundred Show and I failed 
to mention their names alongside Jo’s 
when I thanked her for all her hard work.  
So I will rephrase, a big thank you to 
Claire, Jane, Kaye and Jo for all their 
hard work that went into producing such a 
wonderful display!  
Kelly Buckingham 
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Mondays Wednesdays & Thursdays 9.30am-12 Midday  
£4.50 Per session 2 yrs 6mths to 5yrs  

at Great Bromley Village Hall. 
Contact Gayle (Secretary) on 01206 251349 
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Apryl Brincklow, Heathdene, Ardleigh Road, Great Bromley, CO7 7TL 
Telephone:  01206 230489 
E-mail: apryl.brincklow@btinternet.com 
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Tel: 01206 822225 
Mobile:  07717 012433 

Email@ michaeljbyles@aol.com 
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Last year I went to beautiful Malawi (The 
Messenger, May 2003) staying with my 
niece who is an acupuncturist and her 
husband, a Professor of Medicine and a 
paediatric surgeon, in the busy Blantyre 
Hospital.  From there I was able, together 
with their 4 delightful children, to see life at 
grass roots level where they live in a mixed 
and equal society.  In a small way I was able 
to be involved in some aid which is much 
needed in this poor country.   
     I recently received the following letter 
from my niece:- 
“It concerns a coloured Malaysian family 
whose daughters went to the same school 
as my girls.  Nearly 3 years ago things fell 
apart for them within the space of a few 
months.  Guy lost his house, job, and then 
his health.  He died two years ago leaving 
his wife Sheila homeless and without any 

means of support whatsoever, with three 
very bright daughters to educate. 
     A group of friends have worked together 
to help them in what ways we can; for 
instance, a family from Italy who lost their 
child has agreed to support Adele 
throughout her schooling, and little Emma’s 
primary school fees have also been taken 
care of.  We have helped with their monthly 
bills, and Sheila has found a slightly better 
paid job. 
     However, their living conditions are 
appalling; they live, two families in a rickety, 
one bedroomed house 
(They survived without 
electricity for about 6 
months, unable to be 
connected before they 
settled the previous tenants 
bill; the girls all had to do 
their homework by 
candlelight).  We friends all 
agree that they must once more have a 
house of their own; we have found possible 
sites for building and are looking at small 
houses to buy.  A local building contractor 
will do any renovations for free. 
     For this we need quite a lot more help. 
Perhaps some of you who have experienced 
the wonders of Malawi would like, through 
your church, work, or other connections, 
help to raise funds.  £1000 has been 
promised, but we need more. 
     This is a lovely family, destitute and 
without support, with bright children capable 
of going far - one is talking of studying 
medicine, which she will luckily be able to do 
here through the College of Medicine.  If 
wished, donors could have updates on the 
children’s progress from us, and indeed 
photographs and even exchange of letters 
with the Stokes family”.    
Can anyone help ??  Please contact Jean 
Harding initially on 01206 826150 or 
jean@harding00.f9.co.uk 
 
Jean Harding 
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               Limited 

RATS � MICE � FLEAS � WASPS 
COCKROACHES � ANTS � MOLES 

INSECTS � WOODWORM etc 
 

Emergency Response - 24 hours - 7 days a week 
 

Telephone:  0800 035 0301 
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The AGM was held on 6th October in 
the school hall; our thanks to all parents 
and members of staff who attended. 
     Our chairperson, Debbie Wright, 
decided to stand down this year after a 
very successful few years organizing 
and helping at the events for fund 
raising.  Her enthusiasm will be missed 
and we give our sincere thanks to her 
for all her efforts and help. 
     Sarah De-Guidice has been elected 
the new Chairperson with Sue Clarke 
as Vice-Chair. 
     We also lose several valuable 
members of the committee who have 
helped considerably over the last few 
years but we have managed to 
persuade new members to join.   We 
wish them all well. 
 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
The Christmas Fayre will be held in the 
school hall on Friday, 26th November 
from 6.00pm until 8.00pm.  Everyone is 
most welcome to come 
along.  There will be 
Father Christmas, raffle, 
decorate a biscuit, sweet 
tombola and much more.  
Refreshments with cakes 
and biscuits will be 
available. 

�.�""+�%�)��
0-5YRS 

FRIDAY MORNINGS 
9.30AM-11.30AM 

GREAT BROMLEY VILLAGE HALL 
CONTACT TRACEY ON 01206 230625 

OR KELLY ON 07916113713 
 

Welcome back to you all, we hope 
you all enjoyed your summer holidays? 
even though they seem so far away 
now! 
     We have lots of activities planned for 
this term so we hope you enjoy taking 
part in them. 
     Nearer Christmas we will be holding 
another party for the children, details 
will follow nearer the time. 
     On 19th November we are having a 
photographer come into our session 
who will be offering to take professional 
photos of your children.  They are of 
fantastic quality so do 
please come along if you 
wish to take part.  If there 
any problems or queries 
you can contact either one 
of us as above.  It is open 
to all families with children - there is no 
age limit! 
     We look forward as always to seeing 
you all and those new faces too! 
 

Kelly Buckingham & Tracey Sutherland. 
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   CONTACT: 
WEDDING FUNCTIONS                   LINDA PINHEY 
PARTIES   FORGE COTTAGE 
BUSINESS LUNCHES                     HALL ROAD 
FUNERALS etc.                      GT. BROMLEY 
 COLCHESTER       
Tel: 01206 230126  CO7 7TP 

Email: lindapinhey@hotmail.com 

   HIGH QUALITY 
   CATERING for 
    SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
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Brenda and Richard welcome you to  

“THE BROMLEY CROSS INN” 
For fine ales and good food, brought to you in a friendly, welcoming 

atmosphere and comfortable, homely environment. 
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 Bring your kids, yourselves and a few fireworks.  Burgers and hot dogs 
 available.  Please note, all children will have to be clear of the Cross by 
 8.45pm. 
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NOTE:  The Cross "Inn-Mates" Calendar is now available.  £5 with all profits to 
 Essex Air Ambulance. 
 

 THE POST OFFICE - Hours 10.00am - 2.00pm 
 You can now order fresh meat.  Price lists available at the counter. 
�
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When buying fireworks, make sure 
they comply with BS 7114 and are 
clearly marked for their intended use 
"Indoor, Garden or Display" 
� Keep fireworks in a sealed box or tin  
� Use them one at a time, replacing the 
lid immediately  
� NEVER put fireworks in your pocket  
� Read the instructions carefully, using 
a torch or hand lamp NEVER use a naked 
flame  
� Light fireworks at arms length using a 
taper or a firework lighter  

� Stand well back and NEVER return to 
a firework after it has been lit, it could 
explode in your face  
� Ensure that all children with fireworks 
are well supervised  
� NEVER throw fireworks  
� Keep all pets and animals 
indoors  
� Take care of sparklers, 
wear gloves to hold them and 
dispose of sparklers in a bucket 
of water as soon as they are 
finished  

&'""'%�$/#�&0(#%'(4��.'�#�
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If you have pots and tubs outdoors lift them off the ground by placing pieces of wood 
or stone underneath to allow drainage during this very wet weather we have been 
having.  Also if we have a prolonged frosty period take pots and 
tubs under cover (if the pot freezes it will crack if it is a clay one). 
 

LAWNS:   
After the last cut of the year apply fertilizer. 
 

SHRUBS:   
You can still take hardwood cuttings. 
 

ROSES:  
Prune climbing roses, use some of the prunings as cuttings 
 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS:  
Stools should now be boxed under cover, lightly cover with old potting 
compost but make sure they have some ventilation to stop mildew.. 
 

BULBS:   
Plant tulip bulbs.  Any bulbs you have planted for Christmas flowering bring 
indoors. 
 

Frank Griffiths 

)�(�#�#(<��.'(�#(�&'(��'=#*,#(�

 

CHICKEN WITH LEMON 
 

This is a good way with roasting a chicken that I saw on one of 
the TV cookery programmes and have used many times since. 
 
Place the chicken on a rack in a roasting tin.  Sprinkle with 
paprika and some crushed bay leaves.  Squeeze over the juice 
of half a lemon then put the shell inside the bird, with salt and 
pepper inside and out.  Pour ½ pt of water into the tin, and roast 
1 hour in a hot oven. 
 
Dish up the bird and thicken the juices with a little cornflour. 
 
Potatoes to accompany this:- 
Finley slice the potatoes, and put into a dish rubbed over with garlic.  Dot with butter, 
add salt and pepper, then add 5 fl oz (¼ pt) single cream.  Bake ½ - ¾ hour. 
 
 

Jill Frostick 

40$./#��.'(�#(�
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Meditations in Verse by a Country Parson was the 48 page product 
of the pen of The Revd A G H Gurney, MA, Rector of Great 
Bromley, 1928-1944. 
     It was a collection of short poems and hymns, some of which 
has appeared in Good Will, The Living God, and other publications. 

     The then Bishop of Colchester, Bishop Chapman, wrote a preface and in it said 
that the volume gave pleasure and profit, help, comfort and inspiration in anxious and 
difficult days. 
     The book begins with a Morning Hymn and ends with an Evening Hymn.  There 
are some thirty poems on religious topics. 
     After Evensong on a summer evening Rector Gurney riding his tricycle and 
accompanied by his wife and family went on a tour of the surrounding district.  Some 
of you may remember this.  A photograph is in Where the Broom Grows, Great 
Bromley in old photographs. 
     Mr Gurney celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination on 28th May, 1943. 
 

John Appleby 
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01206 230078 
www.harriscabinetmaker.co.uk 

 

Designer & Maker of purpose built,  
tailor made and hand crafted furniture. 

Restoration and re-polishing of antiques. 

�  �� � � ���� � � � ��� �
 
 

INTRUDER ALARMS 
CCTV 

SECURITY LIGHTING 
 
 

call 01206 251857 
     07835982666 

 

MATERIAL for the December 2004 edition of 'The Messenger' 
should  reach  the Editor, Leonie Henderson,  by  MONDAY, 15th 
November, 2004 please.  Contributions from anonymous sources will 
not be printed. 
Copy can either be delivered by hand or sent by post, fax or e-mail. 
 

Our thanks to R G GWINNELL & SONS, Funeral 
Directors for sponsoring this month’s magazine. 
 

Please support the sponsors of our magazine. 

7 

LETTER TRAILS 
 
Follow the trails and unscramble the letters to find out what each child’s favourite 
firework is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers on page 12 

./0"�(#�<��-�)#�
 

CATHERINE WHEEL BISCUITS 
 
1. Set the over to Gas Mark 4, 180ºC.  Sieve 160g plain flour into a mixing bowl 

and stir in 50g caster sugar. 
2. Add 125g softened butter, cut up into small chunks, and 

rub it into the flour and sugar until the mixture looks like 
breadcrumbs. 

3. Add a few drops of milk, then use your hands to form the 
mixture into a dough. 

4. Divide the dough into three equal pieces and add a few 
drops of different food colouring to each one.  
Knead the colours in well, then roll the balls out into 
15cm squares. 

5. Brush the top of each square with milk and place one square on top of the 
other.  Roll them up into a tube, then cut the roll into 16 slices. 

6. Lay the biscuits on a baking tray.  Pop them in the oven for 15-20 minutes. 
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  P.J. 
SAMPSON 

 
BUILDERS 

COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 
Over 17 Years' Experience 

 
 

Free Estimates                    Tel:  01206 230619 
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S P CONTRACTS 
GENERAL BUILDER & HARD LANDSCAPER 

 

TEL:  01206 231866 (Eves)  
MOBILE:  07976 264162 

 

Specialists in ground work, drainage, general 
building & home improvement 

with over 20 years’ experience examples of the services 
we offer are: 

Patios - slab or block paving, shed/greenhouse bases 
and building erection, garden walls and fencing, paths, 
driveways and general drainage including guttering. 

 

Conservatories, porches, extensions and garage 
conversions 

 

Internal renovation:  moving doors or windows, 
bricking up or recovering fireplaces, levelling floors or 

putting in ramps. 
 

We are honest and reliable, friendly and affordable. 
 

We give free estimates and have Product & Public 
Liability Insurance 

�

            E-Mail  :  
amaze272@hotmail.com 

         Tel :  
01206-251528 

REPAIRS UPGRADES 
SOFTWARE PROBLEMS 

Contact    Charles 

ALL MECHANICAL & BODY REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 
WELDING & SPRAYING 

CRYPTON TUNING 
 

�������������	�
(Props. A. R. Sharpe & F. J. Peck) 

 

HORSLEY CROSS GARAGE 
      

  HORSLEY CROSS 
Nr. MANNINGTREE 

TEL:  01206 392219                                ESSEX CO11 2NR            
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Not yet got an internet presence for your business? We will 
happily create a professional, attractive website for you... 
which will be found easily in the search engines! 
We are very competitive, so get it done properly by us and 
be certain your site is working its hardest for you. 
 

Reference sites:  
Larger: www.kentblaxill.co.uk 
Medium: www.jacksons-insurance.co.uk 
Smaller: www.essential-chiropractic.co.uk 
 

Contact: Hugh Frostick PhD 
41 All Saints Avenue, Colchester CO3 4NZ 
Phone: 01206 509570      E-mail: hugh@vcsnet.co.uk 
 

Established 1995 with many years of experience   www.vcsnet.co.uk 
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Mrs Melanie Hunnaball came to our 
October meeting and gave us a very 
informative and occasionally amusing talk 
called ‘A funny kind of job for a woman’.  
She is a Director, along with her husband 
and son, of Hunnaball of Colchester, a 
Family Funeral Group of seven businesses 
in north Essex and south Suffolk. 
 
She told us of her experiences and how 
almost every funeral is different, with most 
relatives wanting the best possible for their 
departed loved ones.  There are several 
choices of funeral available nowadays, the 
traditional ceremony, cremation, a horse 
drawn hearse is becoming popular or 
maybe a woodland burial.  All need 
understanding and usually some advice.  
Travellers’ funerals are very much a 
traditional part of their lives. 

Mrs Hunnaball showed us photographs of 
the various types of coffin available these 
days made from material such as wood, 
cardboard, 
metal and 
wickerwork.  
The funeral 
directors and 
their staff must 
always 
remember to 
carry out their 
service with dignity, thus ensuring that the 
ceremony runs smoothly on each and 
every occasion. 
 
We thought Mrs Hunnaball’s talk was very 
interesting as it gave us an insight into a 
service which is not often talked about. 
 
Our November gathering on Wednesday, 
3rd November at the village hall will be our 
Annual Meeting when we elect our officers 
and committee for the coming year.  Mrs 
Susan Gunson, WI Adviser, will be present 
to guide us through the election process. 
 
We hope you will come along and support 
the WI and the Village Hall at their jointly 
run Christmas Fayre in the Hall on 
Saturday, 20th November at 2.00pm, all 
proceeds will be split equally between the 
two. 
 

June Willgress 

&(0#���/0-�."1,�
 

We had a jolly afternoon at our 
September meeting when Mr Knight 
gave a talk on Country & Western 
Music with tapes to which we could join 
in and Mrs Knight did a little dancing for 
us. 

 
Our next meeting 
will be on Thursday, 
18th November - 
BE THERE to hear 
the final details of 
the Christmas 
lunch. 
 
A British Legion 
wreath will be 
placed at the 

memorial on behalf of the Club. 
 
Competition:  A DUCK ornament. 
 

Vicky Griffiths 

Pleass Thomson 
& Company 
Solicitors 
 

Rosemary Chambers, 
91-93 Rosemary Road West, 
Clacton-on-Sea, 
Essex CO15 1EP 
 

Tel:  (01255)221133 
Fax: (01255 220055    Miss Jane Pleass, B.A. 
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Some of you will have noticed  that 
work has started on the pavilion 
extension and hopefully by the start of 
the new season we will have a very 
smart lounge area complete with bar. 
     In the long term this will bring more 
revenue into the club thus enabling us to 
provide better facilities for training 
sessions and therefore further 
developing our youth section. The 
finance for the building works has been 
made possible by members and club 
associates making interest free loans to 
the club which will then be repaid from 
the bar revenue and any retrospective 
grants that we may receive. 
     We are still, however, short of our 
intended target and would ask anybody 
who might be interested in getting 
involved either financially or on the 
construction side to contact Matt Foley 
on 01206 251780 or 07712 577601 or 
alternatively Phil Allam on 01206 
230375.   Matt Foley 
 

The Quiz night held at the village hall 
raised £501. A very big THANK-YOU to 
the generosity of all those who attended 
and helped to raise this money for club 
funds. A  team of the Lawson family 
were the winners, runners-up  
were Allam's and friends and third was 
Mary Hart's team. Thank-you once 
again.         Phil Allam 
  

100 CLUB WINNERS 
SEPTEMBER.               
 1st.          Harry Hitchcock. 
 2nd.         Mrs. Louise Carver-Hardy. 
 3rd.         Mrs. Mary Raper. 
OCTOBER 
1st.             Mr. T. Marshall 
2nd.            Mrs. D. Lording. 
3rd.            Mr. J. Seaman 

)(#�$�,('*"#+�
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We have made a good start in 
the lower league this season 
beating Lt Clacton at home 8-0 
and winning 5-3 away to Gt 

Bentley. 
     We entered a team in the Ida French 
Memorial Cup on 10th October.  Andrew, 
Jayne, Linda and Pauline won 4 out of 5 of 
their matches, as did Wix who took 2nd 
place over Gt Bromley’s 3rd by virtue of 
winning more shots.  Outright winner was 
Lawford.  They won all five of their games.  
24 teams took part. 
     We all wish Tom, our up-and-coming 
youngest member a good college trip to 
China and to Pam and Derek also off to 
‘foreign climes’ for a holiday this month.  
We shall expect great things from them 
(hopefully) when they come back refreshed.  
Good luck.   
Nancy Kempster 

.�(-#$�,'%"��

The Tendring Group of 
the Ramblers’ 
Association has a walk on 
Sunday, December 
5th. which uses the public 

right of way (Great Bromley FP 
No.17) crossed by 
the controversial motorcycle circuit to the 
north of Boudge Hill Wood. This is a 
walk regularly programmed by the Group 
from Elmstead Market to Ardleigh and 
back. The route is from the free Car Park in 
Elmstead Market at 10.00 am over the 
A120 to the B1029 opposite the Seven 
Rivers Home. Any concerned villagers are 
invited to join us on the whole walk or just 
to Church Meadow, where they would have 
to have their own arrangements for 
transport back to Elmstead Market.   The 
walk to Gt. Bromley is about two miles 
across fields and the redundant road 
bridge. Boots are essential. This is your 
chance to see the situation for yourselves.   
If you have any questions telephone 
the leader on 01206 230791. 

(�*,"#(�<����'.0�$0'��
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“OLD COURTHOUSE INN” 
 

Harwich Road � Great Bromley 
Tel: 01206 250322 � Fax 01206 251346 
Email: oldcourthouseinn@talk21.com 

www.oldcourthouseinn.co.uk 
 

 

10 EN-SUITE ROOMS, BED & BREAKFAST 
New Comfortable Lounge area 

Large Bar Restaurant & Bar Menus 
Specialising in Fresh Fish, Steaks and Home-Made Dishes 

Specials Board 
Thursday is Curry Night:  £9.50 three courses 

Sunday Roasts—1 course £6.50, 2 courses £8.50, 3 courses £10.50 
Lunch Time Specials from £4.50 

Full Menu Always Available 
Cooking till 10 pm and Sunday 9.30 pm 

Large Car Park and New Courtyard Area 
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Menus available at reception 

�

OPEN ALL DAY 
Breakfast, Morning Coffee, Lunch, Afternoon Cream Teas & Evening Meals 

Four  �����
Tourist Board Recommended 
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The Village Hall Management Committee 
met on 14th September at the Hall.  Their 
next scheduled meeting is on Tuesday, 
9th November at 7.30pm. 
 
This is the time of the year when we 
make our application to Tendring District 
Council to renew the Public 
Entertainment Licence for the Village 
Hall.  The process usually starts in 
September and takes until December 
provided there are no hiccups along the 
way.  However, this will be the last time 
of the current procedure as during 2005 
the system changes as Tendring, along 
with countless other local authorities 
implement the provisions of The 
Licensing Act 2003. 
 

The Act brings public houses, clubs, 
village halls, community centres, church 
and school halls, supermarkets, 
restaurants, off licences, hotels etc., 
under the powers of the local authority 
for the sale of alcohol and provision of 
regulated entertainment for which 
licences must be obtained.  Apparently, 
staff at Tendring have been working on 
the Act for some four years in 
conjunction with other districts in Essex 
to produce a policy and implementation 
procedures to effect the changes this 
coming year. 
 
We are very grateful to Mr and Mrs Noy, 
formerly of Lawford, who has donated an 
electronic organ 
to our Hall.  
This gift is 
much 
appreciated 
and will 
enhance the 
musical 
capabilities available to those able to 
play the instrument.  We wish them well 
in their move to Suffolk. 
 
Fund raising is always on the 
committee’s agenda.  We hope for your 
support at our Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday, 20th November commencing 
at 2.00pm in the Hall.  All money raised 
will be split equally between the Hall and 
the WI.  We are looking to bring back 
the Glen Miller Big Band sound to 
entertain you again in the spring of 2005 
so watch this space for the actual date 
to note in your diaries (have you 
purchased one for 2005 yet?). 
 
Bevan Willgress 

)(#�$�,('*"#+�=0""�)#�/�""�./�(0$+�
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CROSBY & O’BRIEN 
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD 

 

We have 30 years’ Experience in all 
aspects of Heating & Plumbing 

 

Central Heating 
 

Boiler Installations 
 

Bathroom Plumbing & Furnishing 
 

including Flooring and Disabled 
Modifications 

 

We have particular 
expertise when working 

with LPG 
 

We offer free quotations 
and all our work comes fully 

guaranteed 
 

Tel:  01206 230367 
Tel:  01245 381616 
Mobile:  07970 756977 

No. 197393 
CORGI 

REGISTERED 
LPG 

 Furniture removing for those                                                                                           
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Pedestrians 
Sometimes, getting somewhere can be a total nightmare.  Some people seem to think 
they have more right to use the roads and pavements than others - but all of use are 
just trying to get somewhere.  If we were a bit more courteous and patient, getting 
around would be a much better and safer experience. 
 
Pavements are for People, not parking 
The pavement is an extension of the road, and there are many users, parents with 
toddlers/or pushing pushchairs, wheelchair and scooter users, visually impaired, 
people with hearing loss and the elderly - all have the right to Share the Road. 
 
Motorists 
� Parking on the pavement causes an obstruction and can force someone onto the 

road - putting them in danger. 
� A wheelchair user needs a clear metre to pass a parked car 
� Children and the elderly are vulnerable - do not force them into the road. 
� Visually impaired and those with hearing loss need space too 
� Remember that parking on pavements can cause an obstruction and can mask 

pedestrians from passing traffic 
 
Pavement users 
� When passing anyone else, make 

sure that you allow as much room as 
possible 

� If you use a wheelchair or scooter, 
be considerate.  Everyone has the 
right to use the pavement safely - 
never allow your vehicle to intimidate 
others. 

� Remain alert to the needs of others 
� Be prepared for the unexpected. 
 
Share the road is an Essex County 
Council campaign targeting all road 
users.  It aims to reduce accidents by 
encouraging everyone who uses the 
road and pavement to be more 
thoughtful and considerate. 

The Carpet Store that comes to your 
door 

 

QUALITY CARPETS, VINYLS & QUALITY CARPETS, VINYLS & 
LAMINATED FLOORINGLAMINATED FLOORING  

  

Choose from over 2,000 carpet and Choose from over 2,000 carpet and 
flooring samples in the comfort of your flooring samples in the comfort of your 
own home.own home.  
We will provide you with: 
♦  Expert free fitting; 
♦  Free estimates; 
♦  Free insurance quotes; 
♦  Furniture removing for those                                                                                           

 who can’t manage 
♦  Prompt friendly services; 
 

 Daytime or evening appointments 
available    -   Distance no object  

$/0�4�,#&'(#�+'1�-�(4�
Share the road - it won’t kill you 
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First job this month is to apologise to 
anyone who has been affected by  the 
fiasco over flu jabs - especially those 
whose appointments have  already had 
to be cancelled twice. It wasn't our fault. 
Honestly! 
     I have no doubt that most people will 
know from the media that one company's 
vaccine was refused a licence this year, 
leaving a national shortfall of 2.4 million 
doses. Yes - as luck would have it, it was 
the company we had ordered from. I can't 
be too hard on them as they have 
supplied us reliably for 10 years that I 
know of. They have never previously let 
us down, even when other companies had 
similar problems to those they are 
experiencing this year. It has still been a 
terrible nuisance though. 
     We will, we are promised by a different 
company, receive full supplies from early 
November onwards, so please bear with 
us and we'll get everyone's jabs done as 
soon as we can. 
     I thought that some of you might be 
interested in a new service that we  are 
piloting in conjunction with The Green 
Pharmacy, courtesy of funding from the 
Primary Care Trust (PCT). Joe Knatt, the 
Superintendent Pharmacist, is going to be 
offering patients aged 75 or over who are 
taking four or more items of medication 
monthly, an in-depth review of what they 
are taking, what it does for them and 
when they take it. 
     The reviews will be by invitation only, 
and will usually take place on Thursdays 
in a private consulting room at the 
Pharmacy.  However, if anyone who is 
asked to take part cannot get to the 
pharmacy, Mr Knatt is quite  willing to see 

them at home. 
     The good news is that the review 
doesn't cost anything, (the PCT is paying 
as we are piloting it at their request) and it 
doesn't involve a medical examination. 
The doctors are really pleased about the 
scheme because, as a pharmacist, Mr 
Knatt is the real expert on the best time 
and way to take medication as well as on 
how different drugs can interact together. 
     If you are offered a review, please do 
take advantage of the opportunity. 
     We'll be welcoming a new nurse to the 
surgery on 1st November. She is Judy 
Woraker, who joins us from a practice in 
Colchester where she has been working 
for ten years. She has a special interest in 
asthma, so will be an ideal replacement 
for Jayne Brown. She also has excellent 
experience in  Family Planning and 
Women's Health. 
     Jan Williamson, our Nurse Practitioner 
is rather spooked by similarities between 
her and Judy. They both have the same 
initials;  they trained at the same time, and 
not only are their children the same ages, 
but they are too ...  (no, I'm not telling 
unless I get the right offer!) 
     Whilst on the subject of 
nurses, I'm delighted to say 
that Bonnie Beard has just 
been upgraded in recognition 
of all the extra work that she 
has been taking on lately. 
Bonnie has been with us for almost two 
years now and her role has developed far 
further than we had originally anticipated, 
mainly because of her great enthusiasm. 
Her upgrading is well deserved. 
     Jan, Bonnie and Judy should make up 
an excellent and experienced nursing 
team. They will provide ideal back-up for 
the GPs and help to keep the pressure off 
them as the practice seems to get ever 
bigger and busier. 
 

Hugh Cronin,  Practice Manager 
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18th November 9am - 1pm 

Brightlingsea Community Centre, 
Lower Park Road 

For further details contact Bob Shotton 
(01206 302669) 
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Answers to Letter Trail on page 

Gilbert - sparkler, Georgina - rocket, 
Guy - banger 

13 

 
 

Seven Rivers Coffee Morning 
11th November  

10.30am - 12 noon 
 

For more details contact the 
Home on 01206 230345 
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Tired of tacky tinsel? 
Love to deck your hall with 
boughs of holly? 
Learn how to make your 

home sparkle this Christmas using simple 
natural materials.  Beginners welcome. 

Wednesday 10th November at 7.30pm 
Vestry Room, St Mary’s Church, Gt 

Bentley 
5 per head 
In aid of the Church Tower Appeal 
(to include mulled wine, tea/coffee, 
sausage rolls, mince pies) 
For tickets please ring either 250524, 
250438 or 250777 
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Saturday 20th November 
at Great Bromley Village Hall 

 
This year proceeds from the Christmas 
Fayre will benefit the Village Hall and 
the WI.  In order to make it truly 
successful the organizers would 
appreciate donations 
of the following items 
for the stalls: 
 
Cakes - Jars of 
Preserves, Jams etc. 
- Bottles and Tins - 
Jewellery - Items for 
the Tombola Stall - 
Good Glass and 
China - Books (not 
magazines) - Toys in 
good condition - Christmas Stocking 
fillers - Raffle prizes 
 
Contact numbers - 01206 230578 and 
01206 230563 
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5th December 
 

TheTendring Group of the Ramblers' 
Association meet 10.00am in the  
free car  park at Elmstead Market for 
an11 mile (or less if desired ) 
to Ardleigh for pub or picnic lunch. 
For more details ring 01206 230791 

St George’s School P.T.A. 
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Friday, 26th November 
in the School Hall 
6.00pm - 8.00 pm 

 
Father Christmas will be 

there 
 

Also 
Raffle 

          Decorate a Biscuit 
                 Sweet Tombola 
                          PLUS much, much more 
 

Refreshments with 
cakes and biscuits will 

be available. 
 


