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Our vision is to make Jesus Christ the foundation of our lives through worship, Sacraments, house churches, 

witness, personal prayer and Bible study and to make the Gospel the standard for our conduct. 
We aim to extend lay involvement in ministry by training leaders to structure and to develop the children’s, youth, 

pastoral care and evangelism ministries. 
We need to exercise the ministry of reconciliation among fringe members, to reach out in the community and to 

seek God for renewal in the fellowship. 
Our new facilities will extend our witness and provide an additional meeting place in the village. 

 

 
Calendar 

 
November 2 

ALL SAINTS 
4TH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

8am Eucharist at St George’s 
10.30am The Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s 

 
Monday November 3 

COMMEMORATION OF ALL SOULS 
7.30pm Requiem Eucharist at St George’s 

 
During this service, names of loved-ones who have 
died will by read by Fr Bryan Snaith.  If you would 

like a name included, please add to sheets at either St 
George’s or St Mary’s, no later than mid-day on 

Monday November 3 
 

November 9 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

3RD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
10.45am Act of Remembrance followed by Holy 

Eucharist at St George’s 
10.45am Act of Remembrance followed by Holy 

Eucharist at St Mary’s 
6.30pm Evensong at St Mary’s 

 
NOTE: No 8am Eucharist at St Mary’s today 

 
Friday November 14 
7.30pm ST MARY’S 

 INSTITUTION AND INDUCTION OF FR 
ROBERT FARRELL AS RECTOR OF 
ARDLEIGH AND THE BROMLEYS 

 
November 16 

2ND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
8am Eucharist at St George’s 

10.30am The Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s 
 

November 23 
CHRIST THE KING 

8am Eucharist at St Mary’s 
10.30am The Parish Eucharist at St George’s 

6.30pm Evensong at St Mary’s 
 

November 30 
ADVENT SUNDAY 

8am Eucharist at St George’s 
10.30am The Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s 

6.30pm Advent Meditation with the Camerata 
Singers at St Mary’s 

 
 

New Rector for Ardleigh and The 
Bromleys 

 
Fr Robert Farrell will be instituted by the Bishop of 
Colchester, the Right Reverend Christopher Morgan 
and Inducted by the Archdeacon of Colchester, the 

Venerable Annette Cooper 
 

Friday, November 14 
7.30pm 

At St Mary’s 
Reception to follow at Ardleigh Village Hall 

 
Welcome to Fr Robert and many thanks to everyone 
who has worked so hard in the interregnum, 
especially our churchwardens, Barbara, Rita, James 
and Robin. 

 
*URGENT REQUEST* 

Food for Reception following Induction 
 

If you would like to contribute food for Fr Robert’s 
Induction Buffet, please add your name against the 
item you will bringing on the list which is being 
circulated by the Churchwardens, or contact Mrs 
Barbara Hill on 01206 792046.  We plan to accept 
food at Ardleigh Village Hall from 3pm until 5pm on 
Friday November 14. 
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S Mary The Virgin 

The Street, Ardleigh, Essex 
 
Churchwardens Mr R Hill 792046 & Mrs R Richman 
392855 
Secretary Mrs M Finney 393976 
Treasurer Mr F Perera 231094 
Child protection Mrs M Bromfield 230089 
Organist Mr M Simmonds 394143 
Flowers Mrs S Hulbert 230458 
Bells Mrs B Hollis 230292 

�

�
S George The Martyr 

 Badley Hall Rd, Great Bromley, Essex 
 
Churchwardens Mrs B Hall 230673 & Mr J Wild 230679 
Secretary & Child Protection Mrs M Bromfield 230089 
Treasurer Mr G Everington 230956 
Sacristan & Verger Mrs A Wild 230679 
Organist Mr G Frostick 01473 424469 
Flowers Mrs A Wild 230679 
Bells Mr D Wenden 250260 
 
If you need a priest, please contact Rev. Andy 
Colebrooke 01206 392200 

 
Thank You 

 
Our thanks go to Mrs Sue Hulbert and her helpers 
who kindly decorated St Mary’s Church for Harvest 
Thanksgiving at the beginning of October.  Also, 
thank you to all who contributed to the appeal made 
on behalf of Colchester Night Shelter for the 
homeless.  We were overwhelmed by the generosity 
of St Mary’s and St George’s Church family.  We 
delivered ten boxes of food to Alexander Road in 
Colchester. 

 
Magi News 

 
In Magi this month we have been looking at the 
rosaries and will be making some with cords and 
beads.  We have all learnt the Apostle’s Creed which 
is one of the first parts to the Rosary. 
It has also been 6 people’s birthdays so Yvonne has 
made many cakes. 
We also enjoy French cricket 
 
Andrew Powell 

 
Beyond the Benefice 

 
Largest Poster     The largest billboard in the 
country – next to the Hammersmith Flyover – 
advertises the latest Alpha Campaign.  ‘If God did 
exist – what would you ask?’ 
Happy Students The National Students’ 
Survey covering 188,000 students revealed that those 
most satisfied with their college/university attended 
the Bishop Grosseteste Church of England University 
College, Lincoln. 
TA rescues historic church A Grade 1 listed 
church is being restored with the help of the 
Territorial Army.  St. Augustine’s, Pendlebury 
suffered extensive damage when vandals smashed the 
cellar covers which caused more than eight feet of 
flooding.  The TA has pumped out the water and 
fitted an armour-plated door to prevent further 
damage. 
Sunday Funday. Members of St. Mary’s, 
Bromley, Kent, threw wet sponges at their vicar, who 
put himself in the stocks in order to raise funds for 
children in Zimbabwe.  The afternoon also offered 
face painting, fishing for plastic ducks with prizes for 
everything.  The highlight was a children’s concert.  
Everything was free, but a collection for £200 was 
taken at the concert. 
Archbishop at Lourdes. ‘Mary was the first 
human being to bring the good news to another’, said 
Dr. Williams, ‘and she does it simply by carrying 
Christ within her.’��
Sounds Familiar? A congregation of 20, near 
York, has managed to raise £42,000 over the past six 
years in order to build a small extension – a 
kitchenette and a  lavatory  
for the disabled. 
Suffolk Priest’s cycle-ride   A retired priest (75) 
from Beccles has recently completed a 1000 mile 
sponsored cycle-ride from Land’s End to John o’ 
Groats.  Ringsfield Hall – a centre used by some 
local Essex schools – was his chosen charity. 
St. George’s Church, Baghdad    Canon Andrew 
White’s former bishop writes, “The importance of 
Canon White’s work cannot be overestimated.  He 
and the few Anglicans in Baghdad have turned St. 
George’s - which is outside the protected zone - into 
a worship centre, a refuge, a primary care centre for 
more than 1000 Christians with medical care for 500 
Christians and Muslims each week.” 
(material taken from the Church Times) 
 

St Mary’s Friendship Group  
 

Our November meeting will take place on Tuesday 
25 November 10am to 12 noon.  Please come along 

and enjoy fellowship with refreshments. 
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St George’s Harvest Lunch 
Sunday September 28 

 

Sunday morning arrived, the warmth of the bright 
sun was a delight.  Ninety three gathered to share our 
Harvest Lunch this year.  Our special guests were 
John Appleby, the Rev Snaith and his wife.  The Rev 
Snaith said Grace and blessed our bountiful lunch.  
Many thanks to all those that cooked and donated 
such delicious culinary delights.  The menu this year 
– Pate or Melon followed by Lasagne, Salad and 
Baked potatoes and then Apple Pie or Fruit Salad 
with Cream and to conclude Tea, or Coffee and After 
Eights.  A truly scrumptious lunch.  
Thank you to Caro who organised such a splendid 
raffle, thank you to those of you who donated prizes, 
and Heather who kindly ran the raffle for us on the 
day.  Gregory made a presentation to our 2 church 
wardens who have both worked so hard during the 
interregnum.  We thank you again James and 
Barbara. 
We all had a wonderful time, thank you again to the 
table monitors who were most efficient! 
We raised over £500.00 this year half of which will 
be donated to Christian Aid and half to St Georges 
Church Fund.’ 
 
Jenny Nicholls 

�
 
Ardleigh School children to sing at the 

Royal Albert Hall 
 
Children from Ardleigh St Mary’s School have been 
chosen to sing in a concert sponsored by Barnado’s at 
the Albert Hall.  The concert is on Sunday 16th 
November at6.30pm and sixteen children will be 
taking part.  They will be travelling up to London by 
coach with staff and parents for a very full and 
exciting day culminating in singing as part of a 
combined junior school choir.  Some secondary 
schools will also be taking part. The school are very 
fortunate to have active and effective ‘Friends’ who 
have organised the coach and done excellent fund 
raising to help pay for it. 
The school are also fortunate to have the part time 
services of Mrs Sheena McMahon (music teacher) 
who gets excellent results from the children 
throughout the school in only half a day per week. 
These were seen by a packed church for the school’s 
Harvest Festival which was attended by many 
parishioners as well as parents.  
I will be going to the Royal Albert Hall with Robin 
and Barbara Hill, who help in the school on a regular 
basis.  We are all looking forward to it. 
 
Claire Scargill (Chair of Governors) 

 

 
Sponsored Cycle Ride 

 
As I needed to be bathed, changed and at St George’s 
for 1.30pm, I had to plan a shorter route than usual.  I 
met up with Colin and Tom Pratt at St Mary’s, 
Ardleigh at 9.00am.  A perfect day for a cycle ride – 
not too hot, sun shining and most important, for me, 
no wind.  On our way to Dedham I clocked up my 
fastest speed of the day, 31 mph.  As we arrived 
before 10 o’clock the church was not manned so we 
signed ourselves in.  Taking the Manningtree Road or 
Lower Road down Jupes Hill, under the railway and 
up Mill Hill along the Essex Way across part of 
Lawford Park to Lawford church.  We are their first 
visitors.  The lady there is busy organising her father 
to sit in the church as she and her son are going 
cycling – she works at Seven Rivers.  We leave 
Lawford Church via the footpath straight down the 
hill towards Manningtree station.  Tom’s bike was 
not built for off-road so he goes by road and we meet 
up at the roundabout.  On up to Manningtree 
Methodist and then to Mistley church.  Just before 
Bradfield we stop at the seat overlooking the Stour 
and across the other side is the Royal Hospital School 
which Tom left a few years ago.  On to Bradfield 
Church, with its new extension, then the Methodist 
Chapel and up to the Bradfield mast, round past the 
Tendring Show Ground to Little Bromley where we 
see faces we know – Ann Fairley and Peter Scott.  
Then on to St George’s by 12.50pm and so home for 
that bath!  Down to St George’s for the wedding and 
just before 2pm the sun came out and 21 cyclists 
arrived.  They were from London and had set out 
from Harwich.  They formed an impromptu guard of 
honour and clapped Joanne into Church.  Thank you 
to all those people who sat in Church to welcome us, 
even if on their stint they didn’t see a cyclist.  Thank 
you also to those who generously sponsored me to 
the sum of £200 and not least, Colin and Tom, my 
support crew, for waiting for me while I walked up 
the hills.  Apparently we travelled just over 25 miles. 
 

November Martyr 
 
Edmund - King of the East Angles 
Born in about the year 840, Edmund was nominated 
as king while still a boy.  He was crowned King  
of Norfolk in 855 and of Suffolk the following year.  
As king, he won the hearts of his subjects by his care 
of the poor and his steady suppression of 
wrongdoing.  When attacked by the Danes he refused 
to give over his kingdom or to renounce his faith in 
Christ.  He was tied to a tree, shot with arrows* and 
finally beheaded on 20th November in the year 870 
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Operation Christmas Child 

 
Put some of your Christmas goodwill into a shoe 
box – and send it to a child in need! 
When you start planning your Christmas this year, 
why not share some of the joy and fun?  For 
hundreds of thousands of desperately needy children, 
there will be no Christmas coming at all in 2008 –
unless you send it to them.  In a shoe box. 
Even as you read this, tens of thousands of people 
throughout the UK are busy packing shoe boxes to 
send out through Operation Christmas Child.  The 
shoe boxes are easy to fill and the simple toys that 
they contain will impact the lives of destitute children 
in Eastern Europe and Africa this year.   
Operation Christmas Child is a project run by 
Samaritan’s Purse International, a Christian relief and 
development charity. Last year 1.3 million needy 
children in Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union 
and Africa received shoe boxes from children, 
families and individuals in the UK. For many of the 
children who receive a shoe box it will be the first 
Christmas present they ever receive.  
So – how do you send Christmas to a child in a shoe 
box?  It’s easy!  Simply take an empty shoe box, 
wrap it in gift paper (lid and box separately) and fill 
it with toys, educational supplies, hats and scarves 
and other items that will bring joy to a child’s life. 
Our church is taking part, and if you would like to 
contribute, contact Amanda Watts or visit 
www.samaritanspurse.uk.com for more 
information. In the last 2 years close to 6,500 
churches have taken part.  
There is a leaflet we can give you, full of ideas of 
what to put in the shoe box, plus an identifying label 
to stick on the front of your box and a donation 
envelope so that you can include the £2.50 per box 
required by Samaritan’s Purse to cover the 
distribution, transport, processing and promotion 
costs.  Please bring you filled shoe boxes to church 
on Sunday 16 November. 
 
Operation Christmas Child is the world's largest 
children's Christmas project. This community project 
pulls together churches, schools, groups and 
businesses throughout the UK and since 1990 the 
project has brought the joy of Christmas to millions 
of boys and girls throughout the world. The shoe 
boxes are given unconditionally, regardless of 
nationality, political background or religious beliefs. 

 
For the creative – why not make a toy to put in tour 
shoe box.  Playing with a glove puppet has been 
found to be very therapeutic for a child suffering 
from trauma or isolation – the puppet becomes a little 
friend to talk to. 
 
Pattern 
You will need: Oddments of double knitting wool, 
including white and colour suitable for hair and 1 pair 
size 8 (4mm) needles. 
Cast on 44 stitches work 6 rows in rib. 
Change colour and work 24 rows in stocking stitch in 
various striped wool. 
Next row: Change colour wool and cast on 10 stitches. 
Knit back 32 altogether, turn leaving remaining 22 
stitches on a spare needle, cast on 10 sts. K.4 P34 K4 
Continue for a further 6 rows remembering to knit the 
first and last 4 stitches on purl rows. 
Cast off 12 sts. Knit to end of row. 
Cast off 12sts. Purl to end of row. 
Slip these stitches onto spare needle, and break off 
wool. 
Rejoin wool to 22 sts on first spare needle, and work to 
match. 
On last row purl across the stitches left on the second 
needle giving total of 36 
Join on white wool for the face and K 18 sts. Join on 
colour for hair and K further 18 sts. 
(Taking care to twist two yarns together at join.) 
Work 10 more rows in stocking stitch twisting yarns 
each time to avoid a hole. 
Join on first colour for hat 
Work 2rows garter stitch 
Next Row S.1.K.1. p.s.s.o. K14 K2 tog. S.1.K.1.p.s.s.o. 
K14 K2 tog. Knit to end 
Next Row Purl. 
Repeat these last two rows until 2 sts remain. (The 
middle number of K’s will decrease each time.) 
Cast off. 
Embroider facial details on white piece of knitting. 
Sew up. 
(Your imagination could come up with many variations – 
e.g. Father Christmas) 
Thank you so much for your time, and please rest assured that 
these little puppets will be treasured for years! 
 

 
Church Clean – St Mary’s 

 
Normally this takes place at the beginning of Advent, 
but owing to the Induction of Fr Robert Farrell  
taking place on November 14, we have decided to 
bring this forward by two weeks.  Therefore it is all 
hands on deck at St Mary’s on Saturday, November 9 
from 10am to 2pm.  If you are able, please bring 
dusters and polish etc.  Tea and coffee provided! 
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News Needed! 

 
I would love to receive submissions on forthcoming 
church events, thought provoking items, jokes or 
anything else you think people would like to read.  
There will be a single issue to cover both December 
and January 
Copy to Hilary by Sunday November 23 please – 
email if possible.  
Email: beneficenews@aol.com 
 
 

�
Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival 

2008 
 
Christmas is coming to Brightlingsea on Saturday 6 
and Sunday 7 December with the annual Christmas 
Tree Festival. Hundreds of local residents are 
decorating Christmas trees for the fundraising 
competition in All Saints church at the entrance to 
Brightlingsea. 
This celebration of Christmas transforms 
Brightlingsea’s iconic thirteenth century church into 
a winter wonderland. Crowds gather to view and 
judge dozens of skilfully and imaginatively decorated 
trees while overhead on the balcony a choir adds to 
the atmosphere with traditional Christmas carols.  
Entries to the Christmas Tree Festival competition 
are welcomed from all – you don’t even have to live 
in Brightlingsea. 
Last year’s festival raised over £8,000 for the upkeep 
of All Saints and St James’ Church in Brightlingsea.  
There will be live music as well as stalls and 
refreshments throughout the weekend. Opening times 
are 10am until 6pm. Tickets are £3, OAPs £2.50 and 
entry for children is free. 
 
For more information and an application form, 
please contact Ann Hopkins of the Brightlingsea 
Christmas Tree Festival Committee on 01206 
303157 

Or visit  
www.brightlingseachristmastreefestival.co.uk 

 
 

Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary 
 

The St Cedd Chapter of GSS (Altar Servers) will sing 
the Guild Office followed by Benediction at St 
Mary’s on Tuesday November 4 at 7.15 for 8pm.  All 
welcome. 

 
Camerata Singers 

 
Once again we are looking forward to welcoming the 
Camerata Singers to St Mary’s on Advent Sunday, 
November 30, at 6.30pm.  This service will take the 
form of an Advent Meditation, preparing us to 
celebrate the great festival of Christmas.  
Refreshments will follow. 
 
 

Royal Hospital School, Holbrook 
Christmas Concert 

 
Royal Hospital School Chapel Choir with 
 Holbrook Choral Society and Orchestra 

 
Saturday December 6 

7.30pm 
Tickets £12 

 
We are planning a visit to Holbrook.  If you would 
like to join us, please contact Mrs Rita Richman on 
01206 392855 no later than Sunday November 16. 

 

The Bible in 50 Words    

God made  
Adam bit  

Noah arked  
Abraham split  
Joseph ruled  
Jacob fooled  
Bush talked  

Moses balked  
Pharaoh plagued  
People walked  

Sea divided  
Tablets guided  
Promise landed  

Saul freaked  
David peeked  

Prophets warned  
Jesus born  

God walked  
Love talked  

Anger crucified  
Hope died  
Love rose  

Spirit flamed  
Word spread  

 

God remained�� 
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