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THE FIRST PAGE 

 MATERIAL for the FEBRUARY 2025 edition of 'The Messenger' should  

reach the Editor, Lizzie Ridout, by 14th JANUARY 2025 please.   
Contributions from anonymous sources will not be printed.  Whilst the editor welcomes contributions, 
photographs etc. this is on the understanding that there is no obligation to publish, that the item may 
be edited and that there is no breach of copyright.  Publication is in good faith and neither the editor 
nor the publisher accept any liability in respect of the content of any article, photo or advertisement, 

including any error or omission, responsibility for which remains with the author. 
Copy can be delivered by hand, sent by post or e-mail (see inside back cover) or via the link on the 

websites www.greatbromley.org.uk or www.littlebromley.org.uk 
 

For details of availability and costs for ADVERTISING in the  
The Messenger please contact the Editor via the1986messenger@gmail.com 

 Please support the sponsors of our magazine. 

Dear all, 

Have you picked your colour scheme 
for this year?  Last year, ours 
was pink, but since then we 
have redecorated the lounge 
and this year we’ll be going 
with a navy blue theme.  As 
always, I’m not getting the 
tree out of the loft until the weekend 
before.  But I have let the girls get 
some ornaments out and we have 
created a snowy Christmas village 
scene in the unit under the TV.  It used 
to house DVD, video and sound 
systems but they are no longer 
needed since TVs seem to do it all 
themselves now.  One of our cats has 
taken to sleeping on the fake snow 
among the tiny houses. 

Remembrance services took place 
across the country on Sunday 10th 
November, including services 
at the War Memorials in Little 
Bromley and Great Bromley.  
Thank you to those who made 
these important services 
possible, allowing local residents 
to remember and reflect. A wonderful 
poem written by Sebastian Lord (10) is 
on page 21. 

If you can, please spare a thought for 
any lonely neighbours over this festive 
period.  Loneliness is an awful thing, a 

cuppa and a chat can really brighten 
someone’s day. 

Awareness days in December include: 

• 2nd - National Grief Awareness 
Week 

• 11th - National Workplace 
Day of Remembrance 

• 13th - Christmas Jumper Day 

• 26th - Festival Of Winter 
Walks  

Wishing you all a very peaceful 
Christmas and a joyous New Year.  

The Messenger is back in February 
2025. 

                                   Take care, 
     Lizzie  

*A big thank you to all our authors and 
contributors, our Treasurer, delivery 
team, and advertisers.  If anyone 
wants to have a go at writing an article 
or a short story, please send it in - 
don’t be shy.  Any interesting or 
unusual hobbies, recipes to share or 
short stories, it’s all welcome.  As long 
as it follows the guidelines below, you 
really can’t go wrong. 
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In September we began our 2024/2025 
year with a picture sharing session.  
Since then we’ve held competitions, 
open colour PDI, open Mono Prints and 
Food Photography.  We’ve had field 
trips to Orwell Park, Furze Hill and 
Landguard Point, a workshop with 
members sharing expertise, and a talk 
by Stephen Harper – “Wildlife Tour of 
Britain” 

Our 2024-2025 programme is available 
on our website together with 
competition results, photo albums and 
further club information.  Our public 
Manningtree Photographic Club 
Facebook page also features various 
club news and activities. 

 

This month’s featured image “Natasha” 
by Hasje Mousley was the winner of a 
recent PDI competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are a small group of 
photography enthusiasts 
with a wide range of photographic 
experience and knowledge. The club 
aims to provide a friendly environment 
for members to enjoy the development 
of their photographic skills through a 
variety of activities in the company of 
like-minded individuals. 

If you have an interest in photography, 
at whatever level, you would be most 
welcome at M&DPS. We meet at 
Mistley Village Hall, on the 2

nd
, 4

th
 and 

5
th
 Thursdays of the month between 

September and May at 7.30pm. 

For further information please contact 
our Secretary Pat Ainger on 01206 
231242 or email: madps@post.com 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/
manningtreeanddistrictphotographicsoc
iety/ 

MANNINGTREE & DISTRICT  

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

mailto:madps@post.com
https://e-voice.org.uk/manningtreeanddistrictphotographicsociety/
https://e-voice.org.uk/manningtreeanddistrictphotographicsociety/
https://e-voice.org.uk/manningtreeanddistrictphotographicsociety/
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Cont’d... 

  GREAT BENTLEY DOCTORS’ SURGERY 

 

 

Merry Christmas from all the Surgery 
Team 

On behalf of the whole team at the 
Surgery, we would like to wish all our 
patients a very Happy Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR SURGERY 
OPENING HOURS 

The normal Surgery opening times are 
from 8.00am to 6.30pm Monday to 
Friday. 

Over the Christmas/New Year period 
the Surgery will be closed on: 

Wednesday, 25 December,  
Thursday, 26 December 2024 and 
Wednesday, 1 January 2025. 

PRESCRIPTIONS Please remember to 
order your December prescription in 
time for Christmas.  You can order 
these up to 14 days before they are 
due, to ensure you don’t run out over 
the Christmas period. 

SURGERY NEWS  We are very sorry to 
let you know that Sister Susan Webb 
one of our Advanced Nurse 
Practitioners who has worked in the 
NHS for 48 years, will be retiring in 
January 2025.  We all wish Sue a very 
happy and well deserved retirement 
after such a long career in the NHS. 

FLU AND RSV VACCINATIONS  If you 
have received a message saying you 
are entitled to either a flu or RSV 
vaccination and haven’t booked this yet, 
please contact reception on telephone 
number 01206 250691 who will be 
happy to book an appointment for you. 

NEW PATIENT REGISTRATION 
SYSTEM  A new system has been 
introduced in England for patients 

needing to register with a GP Practice.  
Rather than coming into the Surgery to 
complete registration forms, patients 
are now able to do this on-line by 
visiting our Surgery website: 
www.greatbentleysurgery.nhs.uk.   
They just need to click on the ‘new 
patient’ tab, check they are in the 
Surgery catchment area and if they are 
click on ‘fill out an on-line registration 
form’. Once the form has been 
completed and submitted the patient is 
normally registered at the Practice 
within a few days. 

If patients are not able to access our 
website, then they can still come into 
reception and complete registrations 
forms but will need to bring in photo ID 
and proof of address.  

For any new patients planning to 
register at the Practice, could we please 
ask that if you are on repeat medication 
you request a month’s prescription from 
your previous GP just prior to 
completing the registration form, to 
ensure you do not run out of medication 
during the registration process. 

ASKMYGP UPDATE  I just wanted to 
add to what I previously wrote in the 
November 2024 Newsletter about 
AskmyGP which was as follows:- 

Patients will now need to request all 
doctors’ appointments and minor illness 
appointments with our prescribing nurse 
practitioners via our digital platform, 
AskmyGP.  If patients haven’t signed up 
for this yet, then please do this by 
visiting our website: 
www.greatbentleysurgery.nhs.uk  

Please be assured  that if you do not 
have access to the internet or someone 
that can do this for you, then you can of 
course contact the Surgery by 
telephone on 01206 250691 and one of 

http://www.greatbentleysurgery.nhs.uk
http://www.greatbentleysurgery.nhs.uk
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GREAT BROMLEY FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

As another busy and successful year 
draws to a close, the village hall 
management committee would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all 
members of our communities a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Your continuing support for this 
key community facility is much 
appreciated and we look forward 

to seeing residents from both villages 
at some of the many activities taking 
place in the village hall in 2025.  

Martin Frostick 
01206 250263 

villagehallsecretary@greatbromley.org.uk  

We had a very interesting speaker, Mr 
John Keen, at our last meeting. Mr 
Keen brought along many items he 
had discovered during his metal 
detecting trips which members were 
allowed to handle. 

A wreath from the Club for 
Remembrance Sunday was 
laid. 

We hope to have a special 
raffle at our December 
meeting and would ask 
members to please wrap 
their donations. 

A Christmas lunch on the 
5th December at Craft 
Nurseries is being 
organised.  

 

A donation to the Air Ambulance in 
remembrance of one of our long term 
members, Mr Tom Bush has been 
sent. 

A very happy Christmas to everyone. 

our reception team will put the request 
through for them.  This will involve the 
receptionist going through the 
questions that need to be completed for 
their request. 

If patients do have access to the 
internet, then we will ask them to 
register for the digital platform.  I do 

hope this helps to reassure patients 
and clarify the situation. 

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
The Patient Participation Group does 
not meet in December. 

Sue Mitson 
Operations Manager 

mailto:villagehallsecretary@greatbromley.org.uk
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GREAT BROMLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
www.gbpc.org.uk 

Clerk:  Mrs Lizzie Ridout   Email: clerk@gbpc.org.uk 

Just a short update of what has been 
going on for the last few weeks.  

Firstly, we were all saddened by the 
passing of one of our fellow councillors, 
Ros Tovell.  It was very sudden and 
she will be greatly missed. 

Other sad news was the passing of 
Henry Fairley, a former Chairman of 
this Council, who served the members 
of this Parish for many years. 

On a lighter note, the litter picking day 
on the 2nd November was a great 
success with over 30 volunteers joining 
in and collecting over 30 bags of 
rubbish. Special thanks go to our 
friends, the Plymouth Brethren, who 
provided very welcome hot drinks and 
bacon rolls for the volunteers, despite 
the rain. 

The turnout in the village for 
Remembrance Sunday at the War 
Memorial was very good. The two 

minutes silence was extremely 
poignant and this was followed by a 
Service of Remembrance at St 
Georges Church, which was also well 
attended. 

I have still not given up hope of some 
kind of Village Fete next summer. To 
date, I have had one volunteer contact 
me with an offer of help. I cannot 
believe that  this  challenge does not 
appeal to people in the village. Please 
contact me, any offers of help will be 
well received. 

Finally, as we move into the festive 
season, be assured that your Parish 
Council continues to task Essex 
Highways and TDC with requests, 
prompted by you, to make our roads 
and byways safer for us all.  These are 
issues that are very close to the hearts 
of all our Council members. 

Best wishes 
Ian Murch 

PLANNING DETERMINATIONS 

REF PROPOSAL LOCATION DECISION 

24/01293/
OHL 
Daniel 
Cooper - 
UK Power 
Networks 

Overhead Lines Application 
- erect new single wooden 
electricity pole within an 
existing overhead line to re-
supply two residential 
properties. 

Hobbles End 
Ardleigh 
Road 
Great 
Bromley 
CO7 7TL 

Application 
Closed 
10.10.2024 
Delegated 
Decision 

24/00897/
FULHH 
Mr Craig 
Burden 
  

Householder Planning 
Application - The 
construction of a new 
boundary wall and 
alterations to existing 
boundary fencing. 

4 Little 
Paddocks 
Great 
Bromley 
Essex 
CO7 7GN 

Approval - 
Full 

23.10.2024 
Delegated 
Decision 

https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SIVTF4QB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SIVTF4QB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SFBLKMQB0OT00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SFBLKMQB0OT00
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HENRY JAMES FAIRLEY 

3 AUGUST 1934 – 16 OCTOBER 2024 

Henry was born at home in Falkirk to James & Mary Fairley, a brother to Richard 
and Jim. Subsequent siblings, born in England, were Margaret, Tom, Robert and 
John. Their father was a dairyman who delivered milk with his horse and cart, 
their mother baking and selling her goods from the dairy.  Mother was known to 
remark, “My three sons who were born in Scotland did not drink, nor did they 
smoke, but the three who were born in England all drank and smoked!” 

James (Jimmy) Fairley wished to purchase land but found there was little for sale 
in Scotland, so he looked to move to Essex.  

Henry was a babe in arms when his parents rented Stock Street Farm in 
Coggeshall from September 1934.  He was very happy attending St Peters 
Primary school, and going up to Endsleigh School, Lexden Road, Colchester, an 
all-girls school which started accepting boys, of which Henry and Jim were 
amongst the first. In 1952 Jimmy was in a position to purchase his own farm, the 
Grange.   

Ann Seldon was working as a clerk in Lloyds Bank and was a member of 
Witham Young Farmers. In 1958 she met Henry, a member of Braintree Young 
Farmers, at a Barn Dance where they enjoyed Scottish Dancing together. 
Despite Ann’s Uncle’s best efforts to discourage her from courting Henry, by 
sending her on a pony trekking holiday to Cornwall, their friendship grew. Henry 
and Ann were married on 29

th
 November 1958 and shared a long and happy 

marriage together, raising three children: Margaret, Elizabeth and Andrew, and 
in turn having five grandchildren: Sarah, Alistair, Fergus, Alex and Naomi, and 
recently two great-grandchildren, Elsie and Liam. 

The young family moved to Park Farm, Great Bromley in 1966 with 304 acres of 
land and the infrastructure in place for breeding pigs. Starting with a herd of 20 
breeding sows, all of whom had names, he grew the business over the years. 
Farm workers included Ronnie Soames, David Daniel, Julian, Alan and Reg. 

As usual in family farms, as soon as the children reached an age where they 
could get involved, they could be 
found helping muck out pig pens, 
mixing up meal, catching piglets, 
picking up potatoes and grading 
them, and stacking straw bales.  

Jimmy Fairley had managed to 
purchase a farm for each of the sons, 
as had been his plan. With Richard 
and family emigrating to Australia, 
Henry became Chairman of James 
Fairley & Sons Ltd from 1982 until 
1997. Thereafter he formed Henry 
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Fairley & Son, that son being Andrew who runs the farm today. 

From their love of village life, the churches, and the countryside, Henry became 
involved in many different ways. From his first arrival to the village he was 
involved with the Hare Green Playing Field Committee.  In 1973 he joined Great 
Bromley Parish Council and became Chairman in May 1982, standing down in 
May 1995 to George Kempster some 13 years later. He was also involved with 
the Village Hall committee 1984 to 1991, with the Conservative Club, Thorpe 
Discussion Group, The Bean Group (Tendring Producers), Colchester Thieves, 
and Tendring Hundred Farmers Club, being President of the Tendring Hundred 
Show in 1996. 

Henry also found time to enjoy some country pursuits 
such as the visit of the Essex & Suffolk Beagles to 
Park Farm, and driving the beaters’ trailer on shoot 
days at Sladburys Farm. 

Over the years Henry suffered several farming 
accidents. As time went on he seemed to forget that 
although he was young and energetic on the inside, 
his body did not reflect this.  

Ann and Henry’s love of Scottish Dancing meant they 
spent many years as members of the Caledonian 
Society, regularly joining friends on a Monday night... 
not to mention the annual Burns dinners.  The 
Society was a big part of their lives until they became 
less mobile. Henry was President from 1986 to 1989, 
and helped keep the Society going, serving on the 
Committee right up until he became too frail to 
attend.  

Henry and Ann were very active at both St 
George’s and St Mary’s Churches. Whether it 
was blessing the crops during a Rogation 
Service at Park Farm, the loan of chairs and 
tables from the barn for harvest lunches, to 
“Plant a Tree in ’83” with Kathy Hayward, to 
sorting out the brass candlesticks for a candlelit 
Christmas service, nothing was too much 
trouble. Henry was a very practical person and 
concerned for the fabric of the buildings, in 
whatever form was needed - restoration of the 
tower, the organ, the bells, sorting out the 
tarpaulin when the lead was stolen from the 
roof, the new sound system, fixing the heating 
under the church, or clearing the compost 
heap.  He was “a really good, dependable 
friend to the Church” and his many efforts were 
recognised in the form of a Pride of Tendring 
Award in 2013 and then recognition from the 
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Once again from 1
st
 December, at St. 

Mary’s, Little Bromley we will have a 
Memory Tree inside the church. 

This Christmas tree is there for anyone who 
wishes to write a message to a loved one on 
a tag.  Once you have filled it in you can 
then place it on the tree.  The tree always 
looks lovely in the church.  After you have 
filled in your tag (should you wish to), a 
small donation to the Churches 
Conservation Trust would be very welcome.  
There is information beside the tree on how 
to do this.   

Please remember that the Church is always 
open and loves to have visitors.  Entrance is 
through the back door.  We also have a 
visitor’s book for you to sign (if you wish to). 

Our Carol Service takes place on Monday 23
rd

 December 2024 at 3.00pm, 
followed by refreshments.  We would love to see you there.  

MEMORY TREE AT LITTLE BROMLEY 

Church in 2023. 

Henry was always a good person to go to for a discussion but he was like a Jack 
Russell – once he got hold of something, he would not let things go! He 
embraced new technology and was always keen to learn new things, but often 
called on additional support from the youngsters! 

Henry became very proficient at homemade fruitcakes, something which Ann 
was keen for him to learn prior to her decline in health, having seen so many 
people during her Meals-on-Wheels days who had little knowledge of even the 
most basic cooking skills. He certainly mastered the process and always 
managed to have at least one fruit cake in the tin, and one spare.  

Henry led a very full and active life, was passionate about his business and the 
community in which he lived, and all would agree that the village is the poorer for 
his passing. 

HGF from the family eulogy 

ARDLEIGH & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

"Arctic Dreams" will be the subject of 
the talk by Christopher Hamblin at 
Ardleigh Village Hall, Station Road, 
Ardleigh, CO7 7RS on Thursday 12th 

December at 7:45pm.  Free admission 
to members, non-members £2. 
Everyone is welcome. 
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ST HELENA THANK YOU DAY 

St. Georges received an invitation in 
August to attend ‘A Thank You 
Day’.  Over the recent years St. 
Georges has become a close friend 
of   Helena Hospice.  Our recent 
contact at the Hospice is a young man 
called James Martin-Whymark and he 
is the Community Fundraiser for our 
area.  

James spent a day with us in June, 
meeting our community at our Flower 
Festival and helping with the BBQ and 
setting up stalls.  

It was a super surprise to receive an 
invitation to the St Helena Thank you 
Day.  

The invitation read – we would like for 
you to join us in recognition of your 
commitment and dedication to St 
Helena and having played a key role in 
helping us to continue to be there for 
local people in the face of dying, death 
and bereavement.  

There will be a variety of long service 
awards presented to our volunteers on 
the day and you will be served 
with a light lunch of 
sandwiches and cakes and 
refreshments.  

“Our Thank You Day” is a 
great opportunity to celebrate 
your achievements and come 
together, chat with our 
volunteers and meet other 
local businesses in 
attendance,  

After consultation with the 
PCC of St. George’s Church 
Fred and I readily accepted 
this very kind invitation and 
attended this fantastic event.  

Everything was well 

organised, warm and welcoming from 
the time we set foot in the Community 
Stadium. I think there must have been 
nearly three hundred people attending 
as we all found a seat at the beautifully 
dressed tables, with so many lovely folk 
to talk to.  

As the afternoon progressed it became 
very clear to me that St. George’s 
Church was going to be in line for an 
award.  As the name of our church was 
announced, I felt so proud to be 
accepting it.  As I’ve said before, our 
team works so hard for our village, 
community and those beyond in the 
Tendring Area, raising funds not only 
for the Church but for other worthy 
charitable organisations, such as St. 
Helena Hospice.  

The wonderful collection at our recent 
‘Light A Candle’ Service is destined for 
St Helena Hospice, who are not only 
looking for donations but volunteers too 
who are so valuable to the smooth 
running of this fantastic organisation in 
Colchester.  
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CHURCH JOTTINGS 
We are now planning for and arranging 
our services and special services for 
January 2025!   

We are moving forward, led by our two 
very hardworking and very inspiring 
young priests. Please look for dates 
and services in our super village 
magazine in 2025, or if you can look at 
our website. Please look online or sign 
up to our newsletter which is fab!   

But first of all, the days of December 
are approaching quickly, and we have 
lots of exciting dates for your diary – 
please phone me at home if you have 
any queries.   

• December 1
st
 – “Darkness to Light” 

4pm. Lighting candles throughout the 
church.   

• December 7
th
 – Festive Coffee 

Morning 10am – 12pm Everyone 
welcome, free entry, donations 
welcome.   

• December 9
th
 – Installation of new 

priest at Harwich 6pm.   
• December 14

th
 – Deanery Choir 

Concert 7pm Donations welcome. 
Festive Nibbles for all.   

• December 18
th
 – School Carol 

Service 2pm. All welcome.   
• December 22

nd
 – Church Carols 

4pm.   
• December 24

th
 – Crib Service 

4pm. Carols at Seven Rivers 
4.45pm.   

• December 25
th
 – Christmas Day 

11am.   
• December 29

th
 – 9 Parishes 

Together at St. George’s 11am.   
• December 31

st
 – The Bells will ring.   

 
We are always looking for new ideas 
and activities at St. George’s; please let 
me know if you have some thoughts 
about fundraising, activities or 
services?   

Do you know of any folk in our village 
who need help, support and would like 
a visit to enjoy a cuppa?   

Finally, for this last entry of 2024, I 
would like to thank you all for being 
such a lovely, supportive community.   

Wishing you all a very, very happy 
Christmas and peaceful New Year.   

Jenny  

a festive afternoon tea 

Wednesday 18th December 2024 

 

Delivered to residents of Great Bromley who are senior citizens or considered 

vulnerable, in the comfort of their own home to ensure safety. 

If you, or someone you know meets this criteria, you can request or nominate 

them to receive an afternoon tea. 

Please check for dietary needs and that the recipient(s) is happy to receive. 

Orders should be placed via email: clerk@gbpc.org.uk  
Due to limited funds, we regret that numbers are limited this year, and requests will be 

taken on a first come, first served basis. Provided by Great Bromley Parish Council. 
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Everyone welcome, please come to our 

Festive Coffee Morning 
at St. George’s Church, Great Bromley 

on Saturday 7th December 
10am - 12 noon  

 lots of stalls, bric a brac,  
Christmas bits, raffle and refreshments 

Free admission 

St Helena Hospice 
Christmas Tree-
cycle returns in 
January 2025 

The popular St Helena 
Hospice annual 
Christmas Tree-cycle is returning! 

Save yourself the trip to the recycling 
centre and let St Helena Hospice take 
care of the Christmas clean up for you.  

If you live in postcode areas: CO1-
CO9, and CO11 to CO16, St Helena 
Hospice’s team of volunteers can 
collect your real Christmas tree in 
return of a donation.  

Your donation will help provide 
compassionate care and support to 
people in your community facing 
incurable illness and bereavement.   
You can feel good knowing you are 
not only reducing waste, but you’re 
also helping ensure St Helena Hospice 

can be there for the 
people you love, when 
they need it.    

Collection is between 
Friday 10th and Monday 
13th January 2025. 

Simply register before Sunday 5th 
January at www.sthelena.org.uk/
treecycle25 . 

Would you like to volunteer? If you 
would like to help collect trees, or if 
you could supply a van for the 
volunteers to use, please contact the 
fundraising team on 
fundraising@sthelena.org.uk or call 
the fundraising office on 01206 931 
468. 

The Christmas Tree-cycle is kindly 
sponsored by Tree & Lawn Company 
and supported by Birch Airfield, Essex 
Reclamation, Love Essex, Colchester 
City Council, Essex County Council 
and Tendring District Council.  
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GREAT BROMLEY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

 
The WI enjoyed an evening with 
President Dorothy O’Grady giving a 
demonstration of interesting and waste-
free gift wrapping ideas. We explored 
the possibilities of creating beautiful 
presentations out of wallpaper, old 
calendars, fabric and even j-cloths! We 
finished with everyone having a go at 
making some pretty decorations from 
gift wrap.  

Merriel masterminded a trip to the Air 
Ambulance for a fascinating tour to 
learn about the great life-saving work 
they do. Our monthly lunches continue, 
as we munch our way around local 
hostelries getting to know each other 
and sampling some lovely fare. 

Our monthly Crafting Social continues 
to be a delight - a lovely, warm and 
friendly drop-in group who share skills 
and help each other learn new things, 
sharing resources and exchanging 
fabrics, patterns and materials. 

Maybe we will see you at one of our 
gatherings next year! All women are 
welcome to drop in and visit. 

A Very Happy Christmas to you all! 

 

 

December 
Wed 4th at Noon Christmas Lunch at 
the Courthouse Inn  
Tues 10th 10-2pm  Village Hall. 
Crafting Social - we will be making 
wreaths, table centrepieces and other 
Christmas crafts, followed by a shared 
lunch. Maybe you’d like to join our new 
challenge, making something 
imaginative or useful out of any kind of 
denim! All welcome. 

 

January 
Wed 8th Noon Village Hall. WI monthly 
meeting - A look at our new 
Resolutions with Pat Ainger, followed 
by lunch together to start the New 
Year. 

Tues 23rd 10-12:30pm Village Hall. 
Crafting Social - Come and see the 
makes our friends have produced out 
of denim! 

 

February 
Wed 7th 7:30pm Village Hall Liz 
Hutchins: Colour Analysis; find out 
which colours suit you best. 

Tues 27th 10-12:30pm Village Hall 
Crafting Social 

We are pleased to announce that the Bromley 10K Run will take place on 
Sunday 13th April 2025. 

This popular run is now open to enter.   
If you would like to take part please go online and search for Bromley 

10K which can be found on the harwichrunners.co.uk website.   
We will have some more information next year. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 
Carol Cordwell and the Bromley 10K Committee. 

BROMLEY 10K RUN 
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Dates for your diary 
 
 
DECEMBER 
10 WI Crafting Social and Lunch, Village Hall          10am-2pm 
11 Great Bromley Parish Council, Village Hall      7:00pm 
12 Ardleigh & Dist. Horticultural Society, Ardleigh Village Hall   7:45pm 
23 Carol Service, St Mary’s Church, Little Bromley     3:00pm 
25 Christmas Day 
26 Boxing Day 
 
JANUARY 2025 
8 WI meeting and lunch, Village Hall     12:00pm 
8 Great Bromley Parish Council, Village Hall      7:00pm 
16 Little Bromley Parish Council, The Haywain      7:30pm 
23 WI Crafting Social, Village Hall     10am-12:30pm 
 
FEBRUARY 2025 
7 WI meeting, Colour Analysis, Village Hall               7:30pm 
12 Great Bromley Parish Council, Village Hall      7:00pm 
27 WI Crafting Social, Village Hall     10am-12:30pm 
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Don’t ignore it - Report it at www.essexhighways.org 

Essex Highways carry out regular inspections of roads and 
pavements, but issues may come up between these inspections. These could 
be potholes or other road surface issues, damaged street lights, street signs, 
overgrown trees, or issues with public rights of way. 

Report maintenance issues online by using the highways reporting tool. 
If you think there’s a risk to public safety please call 0345 603 7631 or if you 
have hearing problems you can use the text phone service on 0345 758 5592. 

The Mobile Library visits every three weeks at  

Church Meadow on a Thursday - next dates are: 
 

• 12 December 

          9.45am to 10.15am  

Did you know?  Great Bromley has two Automated External 
Defibrillators.  You can access these at: 

- The Courthouse, Harwich Road, CO7 7JG or 

- The Cross Inn, Ardleigh Road, CO7 7TL  

Also at the Cross Inn is a Bleed Kit. The kit, provided by Great Bromley Parish 
Council, contains specialist equipment to help stem extreme blood loss before 

ambulance crews arrive. 

Bleed control kits, also known as emergency trauma packs, are similar to first 
aid kits but include trauma dressings, gauze, chest seals and tourniquets to help 
stop serious bleeding. They can help victims of violent crime, those involved in 
road traffic accidents or workplace accidents, and could be particularly useful in 

rural areas where ambulance response times may be slower.  

Post Office & Community Library 
The Cross Inn 

 

Wednesdays 
 10.00am - 12 noon 
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KNIT AND KNATTER 
Knit and Knatter meets every month at 
Seven Rivers Cheshire home 

Around a table, our ladies and the 
residents of Cheshire Home sharing 
coffee, tea, cake and sausage rolls, we 
have great fun working together from 
2:00 until 4:00pm every 
second Wednesday.  After 
the success of our Bee 
project, we all decided to 
knit and crochet an nativity 
scene to display at the 
Cheshire Home 
throughout Christmas. 

What should we make? 
Who shall we make? How 
tall will they be? How 
many animals shall we 
knit?  And many more 

questions!  The project is now well 
underway, and we hope to complete it 
by 11

th
 December.  Thank you Debbie, 

for taking the photographs showing our 
work in progress. 

Jenny 

LITTLE BROMLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Email:  littlebromleypc@gmail.com 

Our last meeting of 2024 has been and 
gone, only 8 people attended the 
Remembrance Sunday service on 10th 
November, despite being a dry and 
relatively mild autumnal morning, this 
was once again kindly led by Gregory 
Frostick. 

We are still inviting reports of any 

unwanted HGV traffic through the 
village, and ideas regarding the Clacton
-bound bus stop. 

Please send these, or any other 
correspondence to the Parish Council 
at littlebromleypc@gmail.com, via our 
website or Facebook page, or 
preferably in person at the meetings of 

the Parish Council, 
held at The 
Haywain from 
7:30pm on the 3rd 
Thursday of the 
odd months. 

The Annual 
Meeting is the 
exception starting 
at 7pm. 

We wish you all a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New 
Year. 

mailto:littlebromleypc@gmail.com


18 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

That one fatal day 
 
November skies, the air's heavy with pain, 
Poppies on our chests, we honour the slain. 
Heroes in the silence, they fought through the night, 
For freedom and peace, they stood up to fight. 
In trenches and battles, their courage was bold, 
Stories of valour and sacrifice told. 
From fields far away to the hearts of our kin, 
We remember their struggle; we remember their 
win. 
 
That one fatal day, the echoes remain, 
We gather in silence, to honour the pain. 
With heads bowed low, we remember their way, 
In the heart of our country, on Remembrance Day. 
 
War's cruel reality, the toll it exacts, 
Lives lost in the chaos; the truth never lax. 
Young men turned to legends, their dreams put on 
hold, 
They fought for tomorrow, for stories untold. 
Each name on the wall, a life lived and lost, 
We carry their spirit; we bear all the cost. 
So, we stand in remembrance, united we say, 
Their legacy lives on, in our hearts every day. 
 
That one fatal day, the echoes still remain, 
We gather in silence, to honour the pain. 
With heads bowed low, we remember their way, 
In the heart of our country, on Remembrance Day. 
 
Now we build our future on the ashes of past, 
With lessons of courage that forever will last. 
Let peace be our mission, let love light the way, 
For the souls of the fallen, we pledge, and we pray. 
 
So, here's to the brave, who answered the call, 
With honour and pride, we remember them all. 
As the bugle plays softly, in the dawn's gentle ray, 
We stand together strong, on Remembrance Day. 
 

Sebastian Lord 

 
Rob, Beatrix and 

Sebastian Lord 
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 SEVEN RIVERS CHESHIRE HOME 

 

Hello Great Bromley, 

I'll start by saying it was good to have 
our old friend Brian back to entertain us 
with songs from the 70s and 80s, which 
is very popular with everybody here. 
Everyone had a great time and joined 
in, in fact Brian thought he performed a 
miracle when one of our residents 
stood up from his wheelchair and 
started dancing. He can stand, 
although he's a little unstable on his 
feet but Brian wasn’t to know this, the 
look on Brian's face said it all. The only 
one that panicked was me, I had to 
spend the entire show by his side to 
ensure his safety, His catlike reflexes 
when he heard a song, almost caught 
me off guard a couple of times! 

We also had a Halloween party with 
games and fun food for all, the staff 
also made a great effort this year and 
everybody looked amazing. Quite a few 
of our residents enjoyed dressing up for 
the occasion, I can honestly say they 
looked brilliant and the face painting 
was spot on. A couple of bits on our 
menu were mummies in blankets and 
meatball tombs, as well as other gory 
items which the residents thought were 
fun, so thanks to our chef Steve for 
making the extra effort. We thought we 
would try a pinata this year as a finale 
to our party, but who would have 
thought they were so well made. Most 
residents had at least two attempts, we 
finally had to concede and allow one of 
our guys to let rip without a blindfold 
and still it took several attempts. Once 
the goodies fell to the floor, it was a 
free for all, and that wasn't a pretty 
sight, unless you were one of those 
that managed to get some of the 
goodies. All in all, a successful party! 

Remember, remember the 5th of 
November, gunpowder, treason and 
plot. Our fireworks display this year 
was a more intimate affair for the 
residents and staff at Seven Rivers. 
The display turned out better than 
expected and was enjoyed by all, we'd 
also like to thank Steve and David for 
running the show. 

Finally, the honour of laying the wreath 
on Remembrance Sunday, fell to one 
of our Residents and her husband. As 
always, it was good to see the village 
come together on an occasion as 
important as this, we should never 
forget. 

 

Good health to you all until the next 
time, Lee 
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ARDLEIGH SURGERY 
Farewell to Dr. Lenart 
We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Lenart for his many 
years of dedicated service to Ardleigh 
Surgery. He retired on November 30th, 
2024, after working at the surgery since 
2003 and becoming a partner in 2016. 

Dr. Lenart was known for his kindness, 
thoughtfulness, and patient-centered 
approach. We wish him a happy and 
healthy retirement, filled with joy and 
adventure. 

Welcome Dr. O’Carroll 
We are pleased to welcome Dr. Michelle 
O’Carroll to our team. Dr. O’Carroll is an 
experienced GP with a special interest 
in diabetes and women’s health. We are 
confident that she will provide excellent 
care to our patients. We are confident 
that she will be a valuable asset to our 
team. 

Important Notice: Transition to 
Anima Online Platform 
Starting in February 2025, we will be 
transitioning to the Anima online digital 
platform for accessing GP services and 
initial consultations. Please register with 
the NHS app to prepare for this change. 
Further information on registering with 
Anima will be provided as soon as it 
becomes available. 

Winter Vaccinations 
Flu: If you are eligible and haven’t had 
your flu vaccination yet, please book an 
appointment at one of our flu clinics or 
ask your clinician during your next 
appointment. 

RSV: The Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
causes bronchiolitis in infants and chest 
infections in older adults. The vaccine is 
now available for eligible individuals, 
those aged 75-79 and pregnant women 
over 28 weeks. 

 

Pneumonia: The pneumonia vaccine is 
available for those over 65 and some 
under 65 with specific conditions. 
Please book an appointment to receive 
any of these vaccinations. 

Winter Demands on GP Services 
As winter approaches, demand for GP 
services typically increases. Please be 
patient and considerate when contacting 
the surgery. We continue to provide 
approximately 3948 clinician 
appointments per month for our 7500 
registered patients. To ensure timely 
access for all patients, please consider 
using the pharmacist first service for 
minor ailments. 

Join Our Patient Participation Group 
We encourage you to join our Patient 
Participation Group to have a say in 
how our surgery is run. The group aims 
to improve services and facilities for 
patients. This group provides a platform 
for patients to talk directly to the GPs 
and practice manager and you will be 
the first to know of any changes to how 
our practice is run. If you're interested in 
joining, please contact the surgery.  

North East Essex GP Educational 
afternoon The next educational day will 
be on Tuesday February the 25th  2025. 
The surgery and all GP surgeries in 
North Essex will be closed for staff 
training. Please bear this in mind and 
order medications in good time as the 
dispensary will also close from 1200hrs. 
If you require urgent care on this 
afternoon please dial 111 for 
assistance. 

Wishing You a Happy Holiday 
Season 
We wish you all a very happy Christmas 
and a healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 
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WINTER SUPPORT 

The two advice sessions are going 
well, and we have been able to 
maximise income for people living in 
and around Great Bromley.  The 
advice sessions are the first 
Wednesday of the month 10-12pm at 
The Bromley cross and 2-4pm at Great 
Bromley Village Hall. 

We have managed to secure funding 
for another warm hub. "Ken and Eric's 
Warm Hub and Calm Colouring" will 
start on Friday 6

th
 December. The 

warm hub is particularly welcoming 
adults, young people and children who 
have a respiratory condition, such as 
asthma and COPD, autism, learning 
disability or learning difficulties, mental 
health and loneliness. Of 
course, everyone is welcome 
to pop along for free 
refreshments. 

Pension Credit 
Please be aware that on-line 
calculators are not picking up 
underlying entitlement to 
Carers Allowance. If you were 
claiming carers allowance, 
before your state pension, then 
you might have an underlying 
entitlement. Unless your 
pension credit claim is straight 
forward, please get advice 
from a welfare rights service. 

Personal Independence 
Payment 
I will be providing a free PIP 
(Personal Independence 
Payment) workshop for 
charities, local groups and 
schools on Tuesday 
3

rd
 December 1-3pm at CVST 

Imperial House, Clacton-on-
Sea CO15 1NZ. Please book 

by emailing 
Resilience@cvstendring.org.uk 

There have been some scare stories 
circulating on social media that PIP will 
be moving over to vouchers. There will 
be no PIP vouchers, nor are there any 
plans to move over to vouchers. 

Autism training  
We have received a number of 
requests to put on an autism workshop 
for parents, siblings, grandparents and 
other family members. If this is 
something that might be of interest to 
you, please can you email me 
annie@dawnsupport.co.uk I can gauge 
interest and arrange a training session. 

mailto:Resilience@cvstendring.org.uk
mailto:annie@dawnsupport.co.uk
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PLANNING APPLICATION 

REF PROPOSAL LOCATION 

24/01530/
FUL 

Mr T Frary 

Planning Application - Construction of 
agricultural building for hay and machinery 
storage. 
  
Great Bromley Parish Council objected to the 
application as the same justification for 
21/01277/FUL which within 12 months the 
applicant applied for B2 commercial use, which 
demonstrates there wasn’t a need for the 
agricultural requirement in the first place. The 
highway is becoming congested as a result of 
the other commercial buildings. 

GBPC is concerned at the application and 
would like to make the planning officer or 
Planning Committee aware of the history of 
other applications on the site. 

Pond Farm, 
Hall Road, 
Great 
Bromley CO7 
7TP 

24/01547/
FULHH 

  

Householder Planning Application - Installation 
of air source heat pump. 

Great Bromley Parish Council had no objection 
to the application. 

Draco, Back 
Lane East, 
Great 
Bromley 

24/01572/
COUNOT 

  

FOR INFO 
ONLY 

Prior Approval Application under Part 3, Class 
MA of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 
(as amended) for three commercial buildings to 
be converted to three residential dwellings and 
an additional existing building used in 
association with the existing commercial 
buildings to be converted into a cycle store for 
use by the residential dwellings. 

The Old 
Marconi 
Works, Store 
and 
Premises, 
Hilliards 
Road, Great 
Bromley 

24/01618/
VOC 

Colchester 
Developme
nt 2 Limited 

Application under Section 73 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act for Variation of Condition 
9 (Boundary Planting) of application 20/00859/
FUL to ensure highways compliance. 
 
Great Bromley Parish Council had no objection 
to the application. 

Land at Little 
Paddocks 
Frating Road, 
Great 
Bromley CO7 
7JL 

24/01610/
FULHH 

  

Householder Planning Application - Single 
Storey Rear Extension. 
 
Great Bromley Parish Council had no objection 
to the application. 

Weeping Ash, 
Ardleigh 
Road, Great 
Bromley 

https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SLGGFUQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SLGGFUQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SLP87FQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SLP87FQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SLTBGCQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SLTBGCQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SM4JXDQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SM4JXDQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SM62TWQB0RE00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SM62TWQB0RE00
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FRIENDS OF LITTLE BROMLEY CHURCH 
On Saturday 19

th
 October the Friends 

gathered to welcome over 60 people to 
a Candlelit Reception with music.  

Beginning at 6pm, the gleaming brass 
work and lit candles guided everyone 
into the church where they could then 
chat.  

After an introduction from Gregory, we 
had some lovely music performed by 
Peter and Judith.  It was at this point 
that we heard our new organ played for 
the first time.  At the next interlude 
refreshments of wine and canapes 
were taken around. 

We then had a performance from 
Lynne and Neil which was very 
enjoyable, before more refreshments 
were passed around.  The evening 
finished with a solo song performance 

from Dorothy O’Grady.  It was a lovely 
evening to share with our friends amid 
candles and pretty flower 
arrangements. 

The aim of the evening was to raise 
some more money towards our Bells 
Appeal.  We would like to say thank 
you to our generous donors (including 
some who couldn’t attend); we raised 
over £1000 towards our target. 

Thanks to all those who helped, 
performed and attended to make it 
such a nice evening. 

Advance Notice:  We will be having 
our Carol Service on Monday 23

rd
 

December at 3pm.  Everyone is 
welcome. 

Carol Cordwell 
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December 8th  
The Deanery choir will be singing at 
St George’s Church, Great    
Bromley CO7 7TS at the 11.00am 
communion service. They will be 
singing the anthem ‘A Hymn to a 
Virgin’ by Benjamin Britten. 

Benjamin Britten, Baron Britten was 
an English composer, conductor, and 
pianist. He was a central figure of 20th
-century British music, with a range of 
works including opera, other vocal 
music, orchestral and chamber pieces. 
Britten was born in Lowestoft, Suffolk, 
the son of a  dentist. He showed talent 
from an early age. He studied at 
the Royal College of Music in London 
and privately with the composer Frank 
Bridge. Britten first came to public 
attention with the a cappella choral 
work ‘A Boy Was Born’ in 1934. With 
the premiere of Peter Grimes in 1945, 
he leapt to international fame. Over 

the next 28 
years, he wrote 
14 more operas, establishing himself 
as one of the leading 20th-century 
composers in the genre.  

December 14th 
The Deanery choir will be singing at 
St Georges Church, Great    
Bromley CO7 7TS at 7.00pm, the 
concert ‘Living Christmas ‘24’. This is 
our third Christmas concert and we 
have chosen to hold it at our practice 
venue, St George’s. All the music 
sung will be from living    composers 
and arrangers and our accompanist is 
Peter Clayton. The concert will be 
interspersed with readings telling the 
Christmas story. There will be a 
retiring collection for the restoration 
fund at St George’s.       

Not to be missed! 

Graham Bell 

       DEANERY CHOIR 

THANK YOU  

 Brenda & Richard want to say a 
huge thank you to all the wonderful 
friends and neighbours who have 

been so kind and supportive during 
Richard's hospital stay and lengthy 
recovery this year.  We are both so 

appreciative of all your 
thoughtfulness, consideration and 

help - you cannot know how 
comforting it was to receive a daily 

call and to know that there was 
someone to be able to call on if 

necessary.  'Thank you' seems so 
inadequate - but it comes from the 

heart.  With our love, B&R 
xxxxxxxxx  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lowestoft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Boy_Was_Born
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RECTOR’S LETTER 

Dear Friends 

Before you get completely overwhelmed 
by Christmas, with all its necessary 
preparations prior to enjoying any 
celebrations, take time to pause, reflect 
and anticipate what is to come.  In the 
church, the four weeks leading up to 
Christmas is a time to do just this and is 
called Advent.  It is a time of anticipation 
and waiting.  For the young (and perhaps 
not so young!) chocolate filled advent 
calendars help us mark off each day 
through December.  In church it is 
traditional to light a wreath of four 
candles, one for each Sunday in the four 
weeks of Advent with a fifth and central 
candle to light on Christmas Day itself. 

In anticipating the Christmas festivities, it 
may be that you hope for a particular gift.  
Children are always anticipating what will 
be in their sacks and stockings on 
Christmas morning.  Others may be 
looking forward to meeting up with family 
and friends at a party gathering or around 
a meal table.  Yet, because of all the 
celebration, others may be fearing rather 
than anticipating, wondering what it is all 
going to cost, or perhaps dreading feeling 
even more lonely in spite of the busyness 

of the season for so many. 

From a world point of view, there seems 
to be little positive news to anticipate a 
better New Year.  Two major conflicts still 
rage as with many other forgotten trouble 
spots around the world.  There have 
been dreadful climate warming driven 
extreme weather events just recently too.  
So, what is there to look forward to apart 
from some winter celebrations to offer a 
brief respite. 

An Advent Scripture is from Psalm 24, 
verse 7: 

Lift up your heads; O gates, be lifted up 
O doors; and the King of Glory shall 
come in. 

Whereas many Psalms lament the woeful 
state of society with all its injustices and 
enmity, this Psalm proclaims a grand 
entrance as in a royal procession, the like 
we saw at the King’s Coronation.  It was 
a procession to take the Arc of the 
Covenant (a symbol of God’s presence) 
into Jerusalem.  Advent is an opportunity 
to anticipate and prepare for another 
grand entrance – the birth of a Saviour, 
the infant King Jesus born as Immanuel, 
God with us! 

This is worth celebrating as it leads us 
first to Easter and our salvation.  And 
then it leads us on into the future and the 
Christian hope of all things being made 
new in the return of Jesus and a new 
heaven and a new earth.  (Revelation 21) 

Whatever your plans for Christmas, we 
welcome you to come and celebrate with 
us at one of our Christmas services.  
Why not come to one of our Advent 
services before Christmas to take time to 
pause, reflect and prepare for the coming 
of our Saviour. Happy Advent, Merry 
Christmas and a Peaceful New Year! 

Best Wishes 
Revd John Saxon 

St George’s Church, Great Bromley 

Sunday 22nd December 2024 at 4pm 

Everybody’s welcome! 

Collection for The Children’s 
Society 

Refreshments afterwards 
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